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A 

LETTER,^. 


My  dear  Friend, 

IN  what  calamities  are  our  ambitious,  enter- 
prifing  minifters  going  to  involve  us  ?  Thac 
luft  of  extending  the  dominion  of  our  Grand 
Monarch,  by  means  right  or  wrong,  will  I  fear  at 
laft  prove  the  utter  ruin  of  the  Gallic  empire. 
Our  foreign  trade  is  in  effecl  already  ruined ;  and, 
if  our  attempts  mould  happen  to  be  attended  with 
ill  fuccefs  (and  for  my  part  I  can  fee  no  hopes  of 
better),  the  confequence  muft  be,  that  this  nation 
will  be  more  humbled  and  difgraced  than  it  was 
in  the  war  to  which  the  peace  of  Utrecht  put  an 
end  in  the  year  171 3. 

We  have  always  been  fufferers  by  our  wars 
with  the  Engli/h:  and  though  in  the  laft  we  came 
off  conquerors  on  the  continent,  yet  by  the  ter- 
rible loffes  we  fuftained  in  our  fhipping  at  fea  for 
the  laft  two  years,  it  was  vifible  to  the  whole 
French  nation,  that  if  hoftilities  had  been  wholly 
confined  to  that  element,  or  continued  on  it  but 
a  year  or  two  longer,  our  naval  force  muft  have 
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been  ruined  perhaps,  beyond  repair.  And  pray 
what  better  have  we  to  expect,  in  cafe  our  mini- 
fters fhould  be  fo  prefumptuous,  and  tempt  the 
wrath  of  Heaven  fo  tar,  as  in  earneft  to  enter  into 
a  war  with  Great  Britain ;  at  a  time  when  (he 
is  fo  vaftly  fuperior  to  us  in  her  naval  fquadrons, 
as  well  as  ftrongly  fortified  by  the  forces  which 
our  minifters  have  given  them  time  to  raife  at 
home,  and  her  ftrong  alliances  formed  abroad  ? 

After  reading  fo  many  pamphlets,  wherein,  as 
you  fay,  the  Englijh  have  been  made  aggreffors, 
and  the  caufe  of  France  hath  been  defended  as  the 
mod  juft  and  upright,  you  will  doubtlefs  wonder 
what  can  induce  me  to  tax  our  minifters  with  pre- 
fumption>  and  tempting  the  wrath  of  Heaven,  Thefe 
words,  you  will  fay,  call  for  an  explanation ;  and 
methinks  I  fee  you  in  the  condition  of  a  man  im  - 
patiently expecting  one.  Alas  \  my  friend,  I  fear 
the  remedy  will  appear  worfe  to  you  than  the  dif- 
eafe  :  in  removing  one  pain  from  your  mind,  I 
apprehend  that  I  mail  only  infufe  into  it  another, 
which  muft  give  you  real  torment.  I  muft  tell 
you  then,  that  you  have  been  egregioufly  im- 
pofed  on  by  thofe  pamphlets;  which  are  in  them- 
felves  utterly  falfe,  and  were  written  by  the  hire- 
lings of  our  court,  with  no  other  view  but  to  fpi- 
rit  up  our  people  to  fupport  their  meafures,  and 
prejudice  the  neighbouring  nations  againft  the 
Englifh^  particularly  the  German  princes,  by  a 
falfe  reprefentation  of  facts.  Our  minifters  hoped 
by  that  artifice,  either  to  draw  them  into  alliances 
with  France,  or  at  leaft  prevent  them  from  enter- 
ing into  any  with  Great  Britain.  But  how  un- 
happily have  they  mifcarried  in  their  defign  ? 
Their  attempt  has  had  a  contrary  effect.  The 
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BritiJIo  minifters  have  been  too  many  for  ours  this 
time  in  forecaft.  They  anticipated  them  in  all 
their  defigns,  and  even  in  their  application  to  fo- 
reign courts,  whom  they  had  prepoffefted  with 
the  juftice  of  their  pretenfions,  and  to  whom 
they  had  reprefented  the  proceedings  of  our  mini- 
fters in  a  very  unfavourable  light,  long  before 
they  offered  their  partial  and  mutilated  memorials 
to  their  perufal,  which  have  only  ferved  to  con- 
firm the  accufations  of  the  Britijh  court. 

If  I  appear  to  be  an  advocate  for  the  Englijh, 
or  to  fpeak  in  their  behalf,  you  may  already  lee 
the  grounds  for  it.  I  am  perfuaded  our  mini- 
fters have  been  acting  a  very  unjuft  part  by  them  ; 
and  as  Heaven  will  never  favour  the  caufe  of 
injuftice,  neither  ought  any  good  Catholic  to  ap- 
prove of  it.  Befides,  I  think  I  already  fee  the 
hand  of  God  vilibly  ftretched  out  to  oppofe  and 
blaft  the  defigns  of  our  politicians,  by  the  difap- 
pointments  and  crofTes  which  hitherto  they  have 
met  with  in  all  their  proceedings.  But  to  return 
to  my  fubjed: : 

By  partial  and  mutilated  memorials,  I  mean  the 
edition  of  them  printed  in  1754  at  the  Louvre. 
Thefe  you  imagine  perhaps  contain  all  which 
pa(Ted  between  the  minifters  of  both  nations  du- 
ring their  negotiation  but  in  this  you  are  greatly 
miftaken.  i  here  was  another  memorial  deli- 
vered in8  by  way  of  Reply  to  that  of  our  minifters  \ 
which  hath  been  omitted  in  their  edition,  for  the 
reafens  mentioned  in  the  hiftory  which  follows  of 
thofe  t  ran  factions.  It  is  on  this  account  that  I 
give  the  epithets  of  partial  and  mutilated  to  the 
Louvre  impreflion  :  and  as  it  is  folefy  from  the  fait 
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French  memorial  contained  in  the  faid  edition, 
that  thofe  pamphlets,  publifhed  in  favour  of  the 
French  fyftem,  have  drawn  all  their  authorities, 
you  may  eafily  judge  whether  they  can  be  tracts 
likely  to  give  a  juft  and  true  reprefentation  of 
fads.    If  they  were,  is  it  to  be  imagined  the  Re- 
ply would  be  fupprerTed  by  our  minifters  ?  For 
what  end  can  you  conceive  it  to  be  kept  out  of 
your  fight,  but  to  conceal  from  you  the  (late  of 
things,  reprefented  in  a  light  extremely  different 
from  that  in  which  they  appear  in  the  memorial 
publifhed  by  ours  ? 

As  to  the  Summary  DifcuffiGn,  which  you  feem 
to  place  fuch  entire  dependance  on,  it  is  no  more 
than  an  abridgment  of  that  memorial    and  the 
J)utch  obfervator^  (which  you  have  an  opinion  of), 
only  the  eccho  to,  or  comment  on,  the  Summary 
Difcuffion.  So  that,  from  what  has  been  faid,  you 
may  reafonably  conclude,  what  is  really  the  cafe, 
that  you  are  not  to  expect  from  them  a  true  ftate 
of  the  affair,  or  indeed  the  truth  of  any  fact  which 
does  not  favour  the  intereft  of  our  nation.  Thofe 
pamphlets,  in  fhort,  are  written  to  impofe  and 
mifieady  not  to  declare  the  truth,  or  inform  you. 
They  are  publifhed  under  the  direction  of  our 
minifters,  to  fupport  their  fyftem  concerning  the 
ancient  limits  of  Acadie\  and  to  ruin  the  credit 
of  the  Englijh  in  foreign  courts ;  by  reprefenting 
them  in  as  bad  a  light  as  they  are  able  to  paint 
them,  no  matter  whether  the  colours  be  true  or 
falfe. 

Thofe  authors  know  they  cannot  well  deceive 
rnen  ofunderftanding,  and  difinterefted:  their  chief 
defign  is  on  the  weak  and  credulous,  who  are  ge* 
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nerally  captivated  by  the  firft  report  of  things, 
and  feldom  quit  their  prejudices.  a 

But,  after  all,  this  is  a  miftaken  notion :  For 
fuch  are  not  the  perfons  who  are  able  to  promote 
their  caufe ;  nor  are  fuch  writings  fit  to  influence 
the  men  of  weight  and  good  fenfe  either  at 
home  or  abroad.    I  can  aflure  you,  here  they 
have  a  very  different  conception  of  things  from 
what  you  entertain  at  the  Hague.    They  wem  du- 
bious of  the  fyftem  of  our  minifters  all  along ; 
but,  fince  they  have  feen  their  memorials,  they  are 
convinced  that  it  is  a  downright  fraud,  a  bare- faced 
impofition.    They  are  afhamed  to  fee  a  caufe, 
which  they  have  hitherto  cried  up  as  the  molt 
clear  and  evident,  mould  owe  all  its  fupport  to 
mifreprefenting  and  fuppreffing  fadls,  wrong  quo- 
tations, and  endlefs  chicaneries.    They  wonder 
how  they  could  venture  to  prefent  fuch  a  com- 
pound of  falfehood  and  abfurdities  to  minifters  of 
io reign  courts  j  who  muft  be  offended  no  lefs  at 
the  low  opinion  it  difcovers  ours  to  have  of  their 
capacities,  as  the  impofition  defigned  on  their 
reafon  and  difcernment. 

You  may  judge  what  opinion  they  entertain  of 
the  Summary  Bifcuffwn.  The  publication  of 
this  piece,  they  fay,  is  a  very  impolitic  ftep  of 
pur  minifters,  as  it  puts  it  in  the  power  of  all 
people  of  the  moft  moderate  capacities  every 
where  to  difcover  their  artifices  and  falfe  glofTes  \ 
which  might  have  been  concealed  from  them  by 
being  confined  to  the  voluminous  memorials 
themfelves,  to  which  very  few  would  ever  be  able 
to  have  recourfe.  So  that  they  conclude  they  have, 
by  that  means,  brought  their  fyftem  into  a  more 
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general  difcredit,  and  weakened  their  intereft  by 
the  Jofs  of  fuch  a  confiderable,  as  well  as  inte- 
refting  party  of  men,  who  otherwife,  in  all  pro- 
bability, mi  grit  have  been  prejudiced  in  their  fa- 
vour no  lefs  than  the  reft. 

However  that  be,  this  is  certain,  that  the 
middle  clafs  of  people,  as  well  as  great  numbers 
of  the  nobility,  are  greatly  dilTatisfied  with  the 
conduct  of  our  minifters  on  this  occafion  and 
think  it  very  hard  that  the  nation  ihould  be 
forced  into  a  moft  expenfive,  as  well  as  hazardous 
war,  to  fupport  an  unjuft  and  chymerical  fyftem 
of  their  own  framing:  the  impofition  of  which 
they  have  expofed  to  the  world  themfelves,  by 
afligning  Acadie  one  fort  of  antient  limits  one 
year,  and  another  very  different  fort  the  next. 

By  fuch  conducl:  the  nation's  credit  muft  be 
ruined  to  fuch  a  degree  that  ali  foreign  powers 
will  be  afraid  to  truft  us;  and  fcorn  to  enter  in- 
to an  alliance  with  a  nation  which  has  been  ca- 
pable of  acting  fuch  an  unjuft,  and  indeed  perfi- 
dious part,  in  direct  violation  of  the  moft  folemn 
treaties,     Already  we  experience  the  effects  of 
their  pernicious  meafures,  in  finding  ourfelves  un- 
able to  gain  one  confiderable  ftate  either  to  join 
us  or  declare  themfelves  neuters ;  while  fome  of 
the  prime  powers  of  Europe  have  made  no  fcruple 
to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  the  Englijh.  Muft 
not  this  arife  from  their  being  thoroughly  con- 
vinced of  thejufticeof  their  caufe  ?    Is  it  to  be 
imagined  that  they  would  have  leagued  with 
them  had  they  found  them  proceeding  on  dif- 
honeft  principles,   and  aiming  to  defraud  our 
Monarch  of  his  juft  rights  ? 

Ifhall 
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I  fliall  drop  the  further  purfuit  of  this  fubje<fl 
here,  becaufe  I  (hall  have  an  occafion  to  fay  more 
upon  it  hereafter ;  and  return  to  the  court  writers, 
whom  I  reprefented  as  fet  to  work,  not  to  in- 
form, but  miflead  the  public*  You  would  clear- 
ly perceive  this,  were  you  critically  to  examine 
thofe  pieces,  or  to  read  the  memorials  them- 
felves,  efpecially,  accompanied  with  the  Reply  of 
the  Englijh  commuTaries,  which  has  detected  a 
great  deal  of  very  unfair  dealing  on  our  fide ; 
and  was  for  that  reafon  fupprefTed  by  our  mini- 
lters  in  the  above-mentioned  edition  printed  at  the 
Louvre.  This  Reply  has  opened  the  eyes  of 
great  numbers  of  people  here,  as  well  as  in  other 
countries,  who  before  faw  a  good  deal  of  reafon 
to  be  diflatisfied  with  thofe  memorials :  which, 
being  fpun  out  to  a  very  voluminous  bulk,  and 
introducing  feveral  matters  which  feem  not  per- 
tinent to  the  fubjedr,  were  confidered  as  com- 
piled rather  to  perplex  the  caufe,  and  fmother  the 
truth,  than  to  bring  it  to  light.  For  the  whole 
matter  in  difpute  turns  on  the  (ingle  queftion, 
What  are  the  antient  limits  of  Acadie,  ceded  by  France 
in  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  ?  A  point  which  people 
of  judgment  conceive  might  have  been  through- 
ly difcuffed  in  a  very  few  (beets  of  paper. 

The  fufpicion  arifing  from  this  circumftance 
made  the  curious  more  inquifitive  into  the  cafe  ; 
and,  by  tracing  things  from  one  hand  to  ano- 
ther, the  connoifleurs  pretend  to  have  difcovered 
the  original  fpring  of  our  minifters  fyftem.  They 
do  not  fcruple  to  declare,  among  their  friends  and 
acquaintances  whom  they  can  truft,  that  it  is  a 
contrivance  fet  on  foot  by  thofe  in  power,  foon  af- 
ter the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  in  order  to  get  back 
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by  addrefs,  from  the  Englijh*  the  country  Aca- 
die which,  to  procure  a  peace  in  1713,  Lew- 
is XIV.  was,  in  a  manner,  compelled  againft  his 
will  to  cede  to  them. 

It  is  well  known  with  what  reluctance  that 
prince  parted  with  all  Acadie  to  the  Queen  of 
Great  Britain  ;  and  how  much  he  laboured  to  in- 
duce her  to  reftore  it,  in  lieu  of  a  very  tempting 
equivalent,  or  rather  more  than  equivalent :  which, 
however,  had  no  influence  on  her  \  fhe  being  in- 
flexibly refolved  to  have  the  right  of  pofTeflion 
yielded  up.  But,  although  Lewis  le  Grand  was 
fo  defirous  to  have  recovered  Acadie*  which,  in 
1 7 10,  had  been  taken  by  the  Englijh*  in  the  re- 
duction of  Fort  Royal  ;  yet  it  does  not  appear  that 
he  ever  had  the  leaft  defign  of  getting  it  again 
out  of  the  hands  of  that  nation  by  unfair  or  col- 
lufrve  means :  nor  does  fame  offer  to  fully  his 
glorious  memory,  by  the  imputation  of  fo  atro~ 
cious  a  defign. 

This  fcheme  to  dupe  the  Englijh  out  of  Acadie* 
is  faid  to  have  been  laid  by  the  minifters  who 
were  in  place  in  the  beginning  of  the  regency  of 
the  Duke  of  Orleans.  The  firft  thing  to  be  done, 
was  to  fettle  a  plan  to  proceed  upon.  This  was 
a  difficult  matter,  as  they  found  the  claufe  of  cef- 
fion  fo  ftrongly  worded,  and  drawn  up  with  fo 
much  precaution,  that  they  could  not  find  out 
any  flaw  or  miftake  on  which  to  ground  a  pretext 
for  difputing  the  Englijh  title  to  the  whole,  or 
even  to  a  part ;  inafmuch  as  France  cedes  the 
whole  of  Nova  Scotia*  or  Acadie :,  without  excep- 
tion :  which  plainly  implied,  that,  by  the  treaty, 
the  Englijh  were  entitled  to  all  the  country  which 
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at  any  time  before  had  gone  under  either  of  thefe 
two  names.  They  had,  befides  formally  taken 
poiTeflion  of  it  in  Atiguft  1714,  in  prefence  of 
the  French  commiflaries  fent  by  the  governor  of 
Lewi/bourg  in  IJle-Rcyal,  {ovCipe  Breton,)  to  carry 
that  part  of  the  treaty  into  execution. 

However,  as  the  country  was  ceded  according 
to  its  antient  limits,  and  thefe  limits  were  not 
exprefsly  fpecified  in  the  treaty,  as  me-thinks  they 
ought  to'  have  been  they  refolved  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  thefe  words,  and  infill  that  the  Eng- 
lifh  were  far  from  being  intitled  to  all  Nova- Sco- 
tia or  Acadie  :  under  pretence  that  they  were  in- 
titled,  by  the  treaty,  to  no  more  of  the  country 
in  queftion  than  what  was  contained  within  the 
antient  limits  of  Acadie  \  and  that  thofe  antient 
limits  were  much  more  contracted  than  the  mo- 
dern. 

This  objection  to  the  Englijh  pretenfions  was 
ftarted  in  1719,  by  our  commiflaries  who  were 
appointed  to  fettle  the  boundaries  between  Canada 
and  the  province  of  Hudfon\  Bay ;  but  as  our 
minifies  had  not  yet  determined  what  limits  were 
to  be  given  to  their  antient  Acadie,  nothing  farther 
pafled  at  that  time  on  the  occafion.  However, 
foon  after,  they  feern  to  have  come  to  fome  fort 
of  determination  in  the  matter^  fince  the  Sieur 
William  de  rifle,  who,  in  his  maps  publifhed 
before  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  extended  the  bounds 
of  Acadie  confiderably  beyond  the  peninfula ;  in 
that  of  all  America^  fet  forth  in  1723,  reftrains 
them  to  fomewhat  lefs  than  the  peninfula:  which  ■ 
he  is  fuppofed  to  have  done  by  d:re51ion  of  the 
minifters  at  that  time  in  place. 

C  Thus 
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Thus  things  flood,  without  any  application 
made  on  our  fide  to  the  Englifh,  about  fettling  the 
limits  of  this  country,  till  the  year  1740  or  1744; 
when  father  Charlevoix ',  the  Jefuit,  in  his  Hiftory 
of  New  France,  undertook  to  treat  of  the  ajitient 
limits  of  Acadie.  In  doing  this,  it  feems,  he  is 
charged  with  mifquoting  paffages  of  authors,  and 
mifreprefenting  facts  for  which  he  has  been  fe- 
verely  handled  by  a  late  Englifh  writer.  He  affirms, 
C6  That,  in  the  opinion  of  all  the  hiftorians  and 
geographers,  excepting  Champlain  and  Denys, 
Acadie  includes  the  whole  peninfula."  And,  al- 
though, among  the  limits  which  he  has  collected 
from  authors,  he  does  not  take  upon  him  to  de- 
termine which  are  the  antient  limits,  nor  to  fet 
up  his  own  opinion  againfl  that  of  fo  many  other 
learned  men  ;  yet,  he  found  a  flaw  in  wording 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  which,  in  his  judgment, 
reduced  Acadie  to  lefs  than  the  peninfula;  fince, 
by  the  ceflion  of  Acadie ',  and  alfo  Port -Royal,  it 
appeared  as  if  Port -Royal  did  not  belong  to  it. 
At  length,  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  having 
reftored  peace  to  Europe,  our  miniflers,  after  fo 
many  years  deferring  the  negociation,  refolved 
to  fet  it  on  foot ;  and  having  fixt  on  a  plan  of 
limits,  in  2749  fent  over  the  Sieur  Durand  to  the 

.  Englifh  Miniflers  with  a  memorial  •,  wherein  the 
circumference  of  the  whole  peninfula  was  afugned 
to  be  the  antient  limits  of  Acadie,  and  that  upon 
the  authority  of  all  the  hiftorians  and  maps  of  all 

.  nations. 

Here  then,  at  laft,  the  antient  limits  of  Acadie 
jfeemed  to  be  fixed  by  our  miniflers   and  it  would 
have  been  well  if  they  had  adhered  to  that  deter- 
mination :   for  then,  although  they  mould  not 
3  have 
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have  been  able  to  make  good  their  fyftem  ;  yet, 
they  might  have  avoided  the  difhonourable  im- 
putation, which  is  now  fattened  upon  them,  of 
having  contrived  that  fcheme  on  purpofe  to  gain 
their  point,  and  defraud  the  Englijh  of  their  right. 

But  there  is  a  fatality  attending  all  frauds  and 
impofkions  of  this  kind,  which  generally  infatu- 
ates the  contrivers,  and  renders  their  defigns  li- 
able to  a  detection,  whereof  the  prefent  cafe  af- 
fords a  remarkable  inftance  :  for  next  year,  when 
the  Englifo  commiflaries  came  to  Paris  to  difcufs 
this  affair  of  the  limits,  our  commirTaries  af- 
figned  for  the  arJient  limits  of  Acadie,  the  coaft 
of  the  peninfula^  from  Cafe  St.  Mary>  round  by 
Cape  Sable  to  Canfeau. 

The  Englifb  commiflaries  furprized,  as  well 
they  might,  at  this  alteration  (about  a  point  which 
they  conceived  ought  to  be  invariable,  and  which 
they  imagined  was  well  known  to  them)  de- 
manded the  reafon  for  it  j  and  infifted  "  that  the 
French  minifters  ought  to  adhere  to  the  limits 
which  had  been  fixed  by  them  the  year  before, 
and  defcribed  by  theSieurDm?;^:  alledging,  that 
they  could  not,  at  pleafure,  recede  from  the  limits 
they  had  once  propoftd,  and  fu bftitute  others  in 
their  (lead  :  that  this  (hewed  that  they  in  reality 
did  not  know  themfelves  what  the  anttent  limits 
were-,  and  gave  a  fufpicion  that  their  diftinction 
about  antient  limits,  was  only  a  contrivance  of 
theirs,  to  impofe  on  the  EtogBjhi  and  get  back 
again  by  fraud  what  they  had  before  given  i.p  to 
them  by  treaty." 


To 
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To  this,  it  feems,  they  made  a  very  odd  an- 
swer, alledging,  "  That  the  Sieur  Burand  was 
"  not  fent  over  to  fettle  the  limits-,  and  had  been 
<e  deceived  in  his  notions  about  the  antient  limits 
"  of  Acadie  y  by  depending  on  the  Englijh  maps 
*'  and  other  bad  authorities."  Thus  throwing 
the  blame  of  the  miniflers  on  Mr.  Burand,  But 
this  is  looked  on  here  as  a  poor  fhift,  and  which 
indeed  is  not  at  all  probable  :  for  how  can  it  be 
fuppofed  that  gentleman  drew  up  his  memorial 
out  of  his  own  head  or  would  venture  to  pre- 
fcribe  any  bounds  to  Acadie  without  their  ex- 
prefs  directions  ? 

Far  from  it ;  we  are  told,  that  before  Mr.  Bu- 
rand was  fent  over  to  London  the  miniflers  had 
feveral  conferences  for  chufing  a  plan  of  limits 
out  of  thofe  mentioned  by  Father  Charlevoix, 
about  which  they  were  much  divided. 

Some  were  for  allowing  the  EngUJJo  the  whole 
peninfula  of  Acadie :  becaufe  they  thought  they 
could  not  allow  them  lefs,  as  Acadie,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  all  •  the  beft  hiftorians,  comprifed  fo 
much  ;  and  that  the  more  they  allowed  the  com- 
plainants, the  more  ready  they  would  be  to  com- 
ply with  thei  terms. 

Others  were  for  reducing  the  bounds  of  Acadicy 
to  the  coafl  from  Cape  St.  Mary  to  Canfeau^  ac- 
cording to  the  defcription  of  Benys :  alledging 
that  the  exprefs  tcftimony  of  a  perfon  who  had 
been  fo  long  in  the  country  itfelf,  and  might 
therefore  be  fuppofed  to  know  the  bounds  of  it, 
would  be  of  more  weight,  in  fixing  the  point, 
than  the  declaration  of  hiftorians  and  geogra- 
phers, 
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phcrs  who  never  had  been  on  the  fpot.  They 
added  alfo,  that  they  had  for  it  only  the  aiTer- 
tion  of  Pere  Charlevoix,  who,  as  it  appeared,  was 
very  apt  to  commit  miftakes,  and  cited  none  of 
thofe  authors  excepting  one. 

A  third  party  were  for  reftraining  the  bounds 
of  Acadie  to  thofe,  afcribed  by  the  fame  father  to 
Champlain,  from  Cape  Sable  to  Canfeau.  They 
afligned  for  a  reafon,  that  fince  they  were  for  re- 
ducing the  limits  with  which  Acadie  was  ceded 
by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  they  might  as  well  re- 
duce them  to  that  extent  as  any  other ;  and  it 
might  be  prefumed,  that  if  the  Englijh  would 
comply  to  accept  of  the  firft  reduction,  they  would 
not  go  to  war  rather  than  accept  of  the  fecond. 
They  added,  that  if  the  circumftancc,  of  Benys 
having  been  in  Acadie,  gave  more  authority  to  the 
limits  afligned  by  him  than  thofe  afligned  by 
the  hiftorians,  there  was  much  ftronger  evidence 
to  fupport  the  limits  afcribed  to  Champlam,  as 
this  perfon  went  with  the  firft  difcoverer  to  Aca- 
die, where  he  reflced  three  years  at  St.  Croix  and 
Port-Royal ;  and  confequently  was  better  able  to 
give  an  account  of  its  antient  bounds  than  Denvs, 
who  did  not  go  thither  till  30  or  40  ye::;s  alter. 

All  agreed  that  the  bounds  fuppofed  to  be  de- 
fcribed  by  Champlam,  were  fupportecl  on  much 
better  authority,  as  being  more  antient  than 
thofe  of  Denys\  which  therefore  were  unanimoufly 
rejected.  But  then  it  was  aliedged  by  one  of  the 
minifters,  "  that,  on  examining  the  paffage  in 
"  queftion,  it  would  appear  that  the  reverend 
"  father  had  greatly  miftaken  the  fenfe  of  that 
t;  author,  and  quoted  him  wrong."  This  threw 
them  into  a  new  perplexity,  and  occafioned  far- 
ther 
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ther  debates  in  which  fome  were  ftill  for  ground- 
ing their  fcheme  on  that  paffage  afcribed  to 
Cbamplain,  notwithstanding  the  objection.  They 
alledged,  that  although  the  paffage  referred  to 
in  Champlain  might  differ  from  that  of  father 
Charlevoix  •,  yet,  as  by  a  little  ftraining  it  might 
be  made  to  bear  the  fame  f  nfe,  it  ought  to  be 
pitched  on,  for  the  reafons  before  mentioned. 
Others,  on  the  contrary,  declared,  that  the  paf- 
fages  were  fo  different,  that  it  would  be  impof- 
fible  to  make  one  pafs  for  the  other  and  that, 
by  attempting  it,  they  would  both  explode  their 
defign,  and  bring  reflexions  on  the  well-meaning 
Jefuit:  who  might,  they  faid,  have  mifquoted 
his  author  purpofely,  with  a  view  to  ferve  the  in- 
terefts  of  his  prince. 

Hereupon  one  or  two  minifters,  lefs  zealous 
in  the  affair  than  the  reft,  took  occafion  from 
this  difagreement  of  fentiments,  to  advife  them  to 
drop  their  fcheme,  and  let  their  neighbours  enjoy 
the  right  which  they  had  to  the  whole  of  Acadie 
in  its  largeft  fenfe  by  the  treaty  of  Ulrecht ;  telling 
them,  u  that  they  were  miftaken,  if  they  ima- 
"  gined  the  Engli/h,  from  their  paft  indolence, 
<c  would  fuffer  fo  great  an  impofition  on  them  ; 
"  that  it  was  a  dangerous  experiment ;  and  that, 
<c  if  they  did  not  make  out  extremely  clear  what 
<c  they  undertook  to  prove,  they  would  by  their 
iC  attempt  only  bring  difgrace  on  themfelves  and 
w  the  nation." 

This  advice,  however,  paft  for  nothing  with  the 
other  minifters,  who  were  determined  at  all  events 
to  proceed :  and  accordingly,  after  a  good  deal 
of  debate,  the  firft  opinion  concerning  the  ancient 
limits  was  adopted   and  a  memorial  being  drawn 

up 
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up  on  that  foot,  Mr.  Durand  was  fent  over  with 
it  to  England^  as  hath  been  before  related. 

However,  our  politicians  having  reconfidered 
the  objections  which  had  been  made  to  their  plan 
of  limits  and  being  convinced  that  it  was  not  fo 
defenfible  as  they  could  have  wifhed  it  :  to  make 
fure  of  their  point,  thought  proper  to  fend  orders 
to  the  governor  of  Canada  to  build  one  or  more 
forts,  if  requifite,  at  Bean-Bafin,  and  on  the  ifthmus 
of  Chigniclo;  thereby  to  confine  the  Englijh  to 
the  peninfula,  and  hinder  them  from  entering  on 
the  continent-part  of  Acadie,  which  they  claimed 
in  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  explained  by 
their  new-coined  fyftem  of  ancient  limits. 

It  was  not  till  after  the  Sieur  Durand  was  dif- 
patched  for  England,  that  they  begun  to  look  for 
authorities  to  fupport  their  fyftem  ;  in  which 
fearch  they  difcovered  thofe  pafTages  in  Cham- 
plain  fo  exprefsly  contrary  to  it.  This  gave 
them  great  perplexity  ;  and  the  rather  as  they 
faw  it  would  lay  them  under  a  neceflity  of  alter- 
ing their  limits,  and  fixing  on  either  thofe  afcribed 
by  Charlevoix  to  Champlain  himfelf,  or  elfe  thole 
defcribcd  by  Denys,  which  they  had  before  re- 
jected :  for  they  perceived  that  the  authority  of 
hiftorians  would  be  of  no  weight  againft  that  of 
a  traveller  who  had  been  in  the  country  ;  and  that 
it  was  neceftary  to  oppofe  the  authority  of  one 
traveller  to  that  of  another. 

Mod  of  them  were  inclined  to  pitch  on  the  limits 
afcribed  to  Champlain,  as  he  was  much  the  earlier 
traveller  of  the  two,  hadfurveyed  all  the  coaftfrom 
the  mouth  of  the  river  67.  Laurence  to  Cape  Cod 

id 
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in  New  England,  and  had  been  above  twenty  years 
governor  of  Canada.  But  it  was  objected,  that  if 
they  made  ufe  of  the  bounds  alcribed  to  him  by 
Charlevoix y  and  the  Englijh  mould  ciicover  thofe 
paffages  before  mentioned  ;  they  would  overthrow 
this  p3ffage,  which  is  indeterminate,  by  oppofiog 
to  it  that  in  which  he  exprefsiy  declares  the  river 
St.  Laurence  to  be  its  northern  boundary.  They 
were  likewife  put  in  mind  of  what  had  been  ob- 
ferved  in  a  former  council :  that,  on  comparing  the 
paffage  which  mentioned  the  limits,  and  on  which 
they  proposed  to  ground  their  new  iyfeem,  with 
the  original,  it  appeared  that  father  Charlevoix 
had  committed  fome  miftake  in  citing  it.  For 
thefe  reafons  the  fyftematic  minifters  thought  it 
would  be  better  to  adopt  the  limits  defcribed  by 
Deny s  \  and  the  rather  as  they  would  be  ftrongly 
fupported  by  the  argument  drawn  by  Charlevoix 
from  the  words  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  which 
cedes ^Acadie,  and  alfo  Port  Royal,  as  if  this  place 
was  out  of  Acadie  :  an  argument  which  they  had 
overlooked  in  iettiing  their  firft  fyiiem. 

This  feemed  to  be  a  lucky  difcovery,  and  re- 
vived their  hopes.  However,  it  was  objected 
by  thofe  on  the  other  fide,  that  they  ought  not 
to  rely  much  on  that  kind  of  proof  which,  fup- 
pofing  it  of  any  folidity,  would  be  overthrown  by 
another  paiiage  of '  Champlain,  which  exprefsiy  de- 
clares Port-Royal  to  be  in  Acadie.  To  obviate 
this  objection,  the  advocates  for  Denys  went  fo 
far  as  to  affirm,  there  was  no  danger  that  the  paf- 
fages  of  Champlain,  which  they  mould  fupprefs  in 
their  memorial,  ct  would  ever  appear  againft 
fcv  them  ;  fince  the  Englijh^  they  faid,  were  too 
"  indolent  ever  to  give  themfelves  the  trouble 

u  to 
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u  to  make  a  fearch  ftricl:  enough  to  difcover  paf- 
w  fages  which  lie  lb  much  out  of  the  way  as 
"  thofe  in  queftion." 

The  two  minifters  who  were  againft  the  im- 
pofition  in  general,  irritated  at  their  rafhnefs,  to 
rifk  the  credit  of  the  nation  on  a  chance  which 
feemed  to  have  a  thoufand  to  one  againft  them  ; 
advifed  them  once  more  to  leave  the  Englijh  in 
full  poffeflion  of  their  rights,  and  abandon  their 
fyftem  \  "  which,  they  faid,  was  feeble  enough 
'«  before,  but  could  notpoflibly  (land  on  the  foot 
4C  of  the  intended  alteration  :  as  it  plainly  evinced 
"  that  they  did  not  know  what  the  antient  bounds 
M  of  Acadie  were  when  they  drew  up  Durand's 
ct  memorial,  and  confequently  that  the  whole 
"  was  a  contrivance  formed  by  them  to  over- 
"  reach  and  defraud  the  Englijh."  They  added, 
"  That  the  firft  fyftem  of  limits  required  much 
cc  more  fubftantial  proofs  to  fupport  it  than  they 
c<  were  in  pofleffion  of:  but  that,  as  for  this 
"  new-fangled  one,  whofe  contradiction  of  the 
"  other  could  admit  of  no  fort  of  defence,  the 
"  lead  flaw  or  defect  found  in  it  would  bring  it 
"  to  the  ground  at  once  with  difgrace;  not  only 
"  to  the  prefent  forgers  of  it,  but  to  all  the  rni- 
"  nifters  who  had  been  in  the  management  of 
"  affairs  fince  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  as  it  was 
u  known  to  have  been  fo  long  in  agitation  at  the 
"  court  of  France."  To  this  the  reft  replied,  that 
they  were  refolved  to  venture  it  and  rhe  rather 
as  they  had  provided  againft  all  events,  by  order- 
ing forts  to  be  built  on  the  ifthmus  of  Cheigni&o. 

This  inftance  furnimed  the  diffenting  minifters 
with  a  new  argument  againft  the  new  fyftem  ; 
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<c  as  thofe  forts,  they  faid,  would  be  a  {landing 
46  witnefs  againft  them,  fo  long  as  they  conti- 
tc  nued  in  being,  that  the  firft  fyftem  was  not  of 
<c  Dufand's,  but  of  their  own  framing  •,  and 
"  confequently,  that  both  the  one  and  the  other 
ct  were  contrivances  fet  on  foot  by  them  to  de- 
"  fraud  the  Englijh  of  their  right  to  the  whole  of 
"  Acadie  in  its  greateft  extent."    They  added, 
"  That  this  extraordinary  meafure,  befides  being 
"  a  flagrant  breach  of  the  late  peace,  mewed  a 
<e  diftruft  on  their  part,  that  they  mould  not  be 
46  able,  by  the  ftrength  of  their  evidence,  to  gain 
"  their  point,  and  therefore  were  determined  to 
<c  fecure  it  by  foul  means." 

Thefe  objections,  as  they  feemed  of  fome 
weight,  occafioned  new  debates :  however,  the 
majority  carrying  it,  it  was  at  lad  refolvcd  to  dif- 
own  their  firft  fyftem,  and  raife  another  on  a  new 
foundation-,  namely,  the  above  mentioned  paf- 
fage  of  Denys9  fupported  by  that.fuppoled  not- to- 
be-  Ihaken  prop,  the  argument  drawn  from  the 
words  of  the  treaty,  and  alf&  Port- Royal. 

This,  my  friend,  is  the  ill-grounded  new  fyf- 
tem which  our  minifters  have  formed,  in  order 
to  deftroy  the  well-grounded  pretenfions  of  the 
Englijh:  a  fyftem  which,  in  the  opinion  of  all  ju- 
dicious perfons  here,  deftroys  itfelf ;  and  has  fixed 
a  ftain  on  the  character  of  our  minifters,  which 
they  will  never  be  able  to  wipe  off. 

Having  thus  given  you  a  fummary  relation  of 
the  origin  of  their  fyftem,  the  great  alteration 
which  hath  been  made  in  the  firft  plan,  and  the 
debates  which  paft  relating  thereto  before  it  was 

agreed 
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agreed  upon  ;  I  fhall,  in  the  next  place,  ac- 
quaint you  with  the  fuccefs  which  it  hath  met 
with,  and  what  is  likely  to  be  the  fate  of  it. 

Our  commifTaries  appointed  to  confer  with 
thofe  of  the  Englijh,  come  to  Paris  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  acted  wrong  at  firft  fetting  out,  whether  of 
their  own  heads,  or  by  direction  of  the  miniftry, 

1  have  not  learned  :  for,  as  if  afhamed  of  the  in- 
novation in  'the  fyftem,  or  afraid  to  reveal  it,  they 
fitfTered  the  Englijh  commifTaries  to  fend  to  them 

2  or  3  times,  before  they  would  let  them  know 
what  their  ideas  of  the  antient  limits  were.  This 
ill-timed  fliynefs  or  refervednefs,  you  may  be 
fure,  ferved  only  to  add  to  the  furprife  of  the 
Englifh  commifTaries ;  and  encreafc  the  fufpicion 
which  the  change  of  our  fyftem  gave  them,  that 
our  court  intended  no  fair  play. 

However,  the  Englifh  commiflaries,  glad  no  doubt 
of  the  alteration,  fas  it  furnifhed  them  with  as  ftrong 
a  proof  as  they  could  defire  of  the  fyfttem  of  ours 
being  an  impofture,  and  that  the  limits  which 
they  propofed  were  of  their  own  making),  drew 
up  a  memorial.  In  which  they  did  not  fail  to  take 
advantage  of  that  innovation.  It  was  prefented 
on  the  nth  of  January  1751  to  our  commifTa- 
ries, who  were  extremely  elated,  when  they  came 
to  fee  that  the  fatal  paffages  of  Champlain  were 
not  cited  by  them  and  complimented  themfelves 
on  the  judgment  which  they  had  paffed  on  the  pe- 
netration of  the  Englijh :  not  confidering  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  Englijh  commifTaries  might 
have  had  no  occafion  for  citing  thofe  paffages ; 
and  that,  fuppofing  the  omifiion  of  them  had 
been  owing  to  overfighc,  yet  their  memorial  was 
penned  with  a  great  deal  of  judgment  and  ftrength.. 

D  2  The 
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The  minifters  who  voted  for  the  new  fyftem 
were  particularly  fevere  upon  the  two  who  op- 
pofed  it;  and  took  care  to  let  them  know,  "how 
"  much  inferior  they  ought  to  efteern  their  dif- 
"  cernment  to  that  of  the  many  which  they  op- 
"  pofed."  The  two  minifters,  in  ther  turn,  put 
them  in  mind,  "  that  the  negotiation  was  not  yet 
"  at  an  end;  that  they  might  expecl  a  reply  to  their 
"  memorial  or  anfwer,  which  might  fupply  the  de- 
c  ■  feci:  (if  it  was  one)  of  the  Engli/h  memorial ;  and 
"  that,  in  ihort,  if  thofe  paffages  did  not  appear 
"  in  fuch  Reply  *  yet  they  could  not  be  long  con- 
<c  cealed  from  the  inquilitive  eyes  of  fome  of  ttie 
c  ;  Englilh  nation,  who  would  make  the  difcovery; 
<c  which,  whenever  it  happened,  would  bring  to 
"  light  the  impofition,  and  fix  on  the  whole  na- 
"  tion  in  general,  as  well  as  themfelves  in  parti- 
cc  cular,  a  brand  of  infamy,  from  which  the  King 
"  himfelf  would  not  be  exempted  ;  a  confidera- 
*c  tion  which,  above  all  others,  ought  to  mak6 
*'  them  take  care  of  what  they  were  a-doing." 

The  other  minifters  heard  this  part  of  the  re- 
monftrance  not  without  fome  concern  :  but  their 
defire  to  get  the  country  of  Acadie^  fo  much  the 
object  of  their  wifhes,  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
EngUJhy  and  the  new  hopes  of  fuccefs  which 
their  memorial  had  given  them,  for  the  reafon 
aforefaid,  made  them  refolve  at  all  hazards  to 
perfift  in  the  courfe  they  had  begun.  "  If  thofe 
41  paflages,  faid  they,  do  not  come  to  light  be- 
•*  fore  limits  are  fettled,  we  care  not  how  foon 
u  they  are  difcoverd  afterwards."  Befides,  they 
flattered  themfelves,  from  the  patience  with 
which  the  Englifo  had  fo  long  fuffered  the  en- 
croachments of  our  people  in  North  America,  par- 
ticularly 
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ticularly  in  the  country  in  queftion  ;  the  averfion 
which,  ever  fince  the  treaty  of  Utrecht ,  they  had 
difcovered  to  a  foreign  war  ;  and  from  the  formi- 
dable ideas  which  they  fuppofed  the  late  conquefts 
in  Flanders  had  given  them  of  the  French  power. 
From  thefe  coniiderations,  I  fay,  they  flattered 
themfelves  that  the  Englijh  minifters  would  fub- 
mitto  any  terms  which  they  mould  infill  on;  and 
take  their  reafons  for  difputing  their  title  to  all 
Acadie  to  be  fubftantial,  were  they  ever  fo  weak 
or  frivolous.  And  it  is  to  thefe  defpicable  notions 
which  they  had  formed  to  themfelves  of  the 
power,  as  well  as  underftanding,  of  the  Britifo 
nation,  that  the  connoiilcurs  here  afcribe  the 
impofing  manner  in  which  the  memorial  of  our 
commilfaries,  in  anfwer  to  that  of  the  Englijhy 
is  written. 

In  this  memorial  or  anfwer,  it  is  faid  that  they 
have  {tuck  at  nothing  which  might  ferve  their 
purpofe  ;  nor  loft  any  advantage  which  could  be 
obtained  either  by  fupprefling  of  evidence,  mil- 
quoting  pafTages  from  our  own  authors,  and  giv- 
ing wrong  tranflations  from  thole  of  other  na- 
tions ;  by  cavilling  at  the  mod  exprefs  authori- 
ties, by  difputing  the  cleared  facts,  by  pervert- 
ing the  fenfe  of  hiftorians,  and  by  putting  forced 
and  unnatural  conftructions  on  their  words :  in 
Ihort,  that  they  have  been  by  no  means  fparing 
of  falfe  afTertions,  quibbles,  and  chicaneries. 

Our  minifters,  like  our  writers,  feem  to  have 
the  vanity  to  think,  that  whatever  they  afTert  will 
be  believed  by  all  the  world,  without  any  farther 
proof  than  their  bare  ipfe  dixit;  and  that  (landing 
out  pofitively  in  the  wrong,  will  make  it  be  taken 

for 
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for  granted  that  they  are  in  the  right ;  an  opiniorf 
very  prevalent  among  children,  whofe  actions  are 
commonly  governed  by  it :  but  then,  you  know, 
it  is  always  afcribed  to  the  weaknefs  of  their  un- 
derstandings, never  to  the  ftrength  of  their  judg- 
ment. Is  the  fame  apology,  do  you  think,  to  be 
made  for  the  conduct  of  our  minifters  ?  or  is  it 
to  be  afcribed  to  the  faults  of  the  heart,  rather 
than  of  the  head  ? 

However,  our  minifters  did  not  look  on  the 
above  mentioned  way  of  treating  the  fubject  in 
any  bad  light :  on  the  contrary,  they  doubtlels 
considered  it  as  an  inftance  of  their  fuperior  (kill 
in  the  method  of  reafoning  and  addrefs  in  mana- 
ging a  controverfy,  by  bewildering  their  antago- 
nists with  a  multitude  of  quotations,  and  tedious 
reflections,  which  were  to  ferve  for  arguments  ; 
by  putting  them  to  the  proof  of  every  thing, 
how  ,jkar  fo  ever,  they  advanced  ;  and  by  ob- 
liging them  to  anfwer  a  thoufand  matters  which 
no  way  relate  to  the  purpofe  :  in  order  by  that 
means  to  fpin  out  the  difpute  to  fuch  a  length  as 
might  take  from  the  public  an  inclination  to 
read  it ;  as  well  as  to  puzzle  their  judgment, 
and,  by  fuch  a  variety  of  matters  mixed  toge- 
ther in  very  methodical  confufion,  render  it  dif- 
ficult to  difcover,  either  what  were  the  main 
points  in  queftion,  or  which  party  had  the  advan- 
tage on  their  fide. 

This  memorial  was  delivered  to  the  EngUJh 
commiflfaries  on  the  4th  of  October  1751  ;  and  as 
the  year  1752  paft  away  without  their  receiving 
an  anfwer,  they  began  to  flatter  themfelves  that 
their  elaborate  performance  was  unanfwerable, 

at 
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at  leaft  that  it  would  not  be  anfwered  4  and  in  that 
perfuafion  had  committed  it  and  the  Englijh  me- 
morial to  the  prefs,  with  defign  to  publifh  chem 
by  way  of  victory  and  triumph.    The  impreffion 
was  confiderably  advanced,  when  at  length,  on 
the  23d  of  January  1753,  the  much  dreaded  Re- 
fly  came,  which  was  to  humble  their  vanity,  and 
blow  up  their  fyftem,  according  to  the  exprefiions 
ufed  by  many,  who  praife  it  as  being  written  with 
great  perfpicuity  and  eafinefs  of  ftyle   with  much 
modefty  and  politenefs,  yet  force  of  expreflion  ; 
for  its  method  in  handling  matters,  and  ftrength 
of  its  arguments  :  in  fhort,  this  Reply  is  confidered 
here  as  a  chef  d'eeuvre,  and  as  having  given  the 
fyftem  of  our  minifters  its  coup  de  grace, 

'Tis  faid  their  hearts  failed  them  when  they 
faw  it,  for  fear  their  fourberie  mould  be  detected, 
although  they  had  fortified  themfelves  againft  a 
difcovery :  yet  ftill  they  had  hopes,  founded  on 
the  reafons  before  mentioned.    But  when  they 
came  to  read  the  Reply,  and  found  that  the  quick- 
fighted  writer  had  not  only  produced  from  Cham- 
plain  the  pafTages  in  queftion,  but  many  others  of 
moment  on  the  fide  of  his  nation,  which  they 
themfelves  perhaps  had  not  difcovered  \  great,  no 
doubt,  was  their  dejection  and  confufion,  at  leaft 
for  a  while,  and  more  eafily  to  be  imagined  than 
expreffed  :  for  which  reafon  I  will  leave  you  to 
your  own  ideas  to  form  a  picture  of  them  on  the 
occafion. 

In  the  midft  of  their  perplexity  the  two  mini- 
Hers  who  had  all  along  endeavoured  to  difTuade 
them  from  purfuing  their  unjuft  defign,  did  not 
fail  to  indulge  their  fpleen,  by  putting  them  in 
4  mind, 
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mind,  u  that  all  which  they  had  predicted  was  in 
"  effcdt  come  to  pafs ;  that  their  f  ftems  were 
c!  demolifhed,  by  bringing  one  to  deftroy  the 
M  other;  that  their  falfities,  wrong  citations, 
"  miftranflations,  pervcrfions  of  paffages,  their 
"  cavils,  quibbles,   evafions,   and  chicaneries, 
"  were  all  expofed  :  in  fhort,  that  their  fyftem  of 
cc  limits  was  proved  to  be  a  manifeft  forgery, 
<c  contrived  to  defraud  their  neighbours  of  a  fpa- 
cc  cious  country,  which  their  predeceflbrs,  with 
<c  the  confent  of  the  King,  had  folemnly  yielded 
4C  up  to  them,  and  renounced  all  manner  of  right 
6t  to  :  that  they  had  brought  themfelves  into  ut- 
46  ter  difgrace,  and  what  was  worfe  had  difho- 
<c  noured  the  nation,  with  the  King  at  their  head  -9 
"  who  could  be  only  excufable  on  a  fuppofition 
u  that  it  was  the  fole  contrivance  of  his  mini- 
"  fters,  who  concealed  the  fraud  from  him  :  that 
«'  his  Majefty  would  not  have  fuffered  them  to 
<c  proceed,  if  he  had  known  how  bad  a  founda- 
"  tion  they  went  on  ;  and  in  fhort,  that  he  is  in- 
"  capable  of  confenting  to  fuch  an  infamous 
"  aclion." 

He  advifed  them,  therefore,  as  the  only  means 
to  retrieve  the  injury  done  to  all  parties,  to  drop 
their  defign  at  once,  make  an  apology  for  the 
miftake.  and  acknowledge  the  pretenfions  of  the 
Englijh  to  be  lirictly  juft.  He  added j  that  it 
was  not  too  late  to  do  all  this,  fince  the  affair  at 
prefent  lay  only  in  the  breads  of  the  minifters  of 
both  nations,  and  was  not  become  public.  He 
added,  "  that  a  blot  was  no  blot  till  it  was  hit; 
"  and  that  therefore,  when  it  mould  be  known 
"  that  they  fubmitted  to  the  authorities  found  in 
"  Cbamplaifiy  as  foon  as  they  were  produced  to 

"  them, 
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cc  them,  the  world  would  be  inclined  to  think 
"  they  had  overlooked  them  ;  and  that,  if  they 
"  had  difcovered  them  before,  they  would  not 
u  have  proceeded  in  an  affair  which  they  knew 
sc  to  be  both  groundlefs  and  wrong." 

The  minifters  in  the  oppofition,  patiently  heard 
the  reproaches  of  their  colleague  without  reply  : 
but,  being  enamoured  with  the  charms  of  their 
darling  fyftem,  in  anfwer  to  that  part  of  his  dif- 
courfe  which  advifed  them  to  drop  it,  they  faid, 
that  they  had  proceeded  too  far  in  it  to  think  of 
going  back  •,  and  that  it  would  redound  more  to 
their  difgrace  to  acknowledge  their  error  than  to 
perfift  in  it.  "  To  own  ourfelves  in  an  error, 
"  continued  they,  would  rather  induce  the  world 
ec  to  fufpecl,  than  acquit,  us  of  the  fraud  ;  where  - 
cc  as,  our  perfifting  to  juftify  what  we  have  done, 
"  might,  at  leaft,  incline  them  to  think  that,  how- 
<c  ever  we  may  be  miftaken  in  our  judgments,  we 
6C  did  not  forge  our  fyftem,  as  you  fay,  with 
"  an  intention  to  defraud  our  neighbours  of  their 
c<  property.  The  only  way  therefore  to  pre- 
"  ferve  our  credit,  which  as  yet  hath  not  been 
"  impeached  by  any  but  the  Englifh^  is  to  per- 
"  fevere  in  fupport  of  our  fyftem  ;  and  take  the 
t;  remainder  of  Acadie  from  them  by  force ,  as 
*c  we  have  already  begun  to  do,  if  they  will  not 
"  give  it  up  to  us  by  fair  means." 

To  this  their  antagonift  replied,  "  That  it 
ct  would  never  be  in  their  power  to  acquit  them- 
"  felves  of  a  concerted  defign  to  defraud  the 
"  Englijh  nation  any  other  way  than  by  the  me- 
"  thod  he  propofed  :  that  if  they  perfifted  in 
i(  their  attempts,  their  varying  fo  enormcufty  in 
E  "  their 
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"  their  report  of  the  bounds  would  for  ever 
"  fallen  on  them  the  imputation  of  fraud  which 
"  their  feizing  on  two  parts  in  three  of  the  conn* 
"  try  almoft  at  the  beginning  of  the  conferences, 
"  by  building  forts  on  the  ifthmus  of  Chignifto, 
"  would  confirm  beyond  all  doubt :  nor  would, 
"  continued  he,  your  taking  the  remainder 
"  from  the  Englijh  acquit  you  of  the  charge  of 
<c  defrauding  them,  unlefs  you  can  make  it  ap- 
"  pear  that  the  way  to  atone  for  one  flagrant 
"  piece  of  injuftice  is  to  commit  another." 

This  expostulation  of  the  two  minifters  had  no 
more  influence  than  the  former  on  their  colleagues, 
who  refolved  to  profecute  their  pro] eel,  right  or 
wrong  •,  and  fince  they  found  it  would  be  in 
vain  to  undertake  to  anfwer  the  Englijh  Reply , 
which,  in  reality,  is  unanfwerable,  they  deter- 
mined to  be  filent,  and  purfue  other  meafures. 
They  had  already  employed  bcth  fraud  and  force. 
Of  this  laft  the  world  was  already  fenfible,  and 
would,  they  knew,  be  foon  made  acquainted  with 
the  other.  Since,  therefore,  they  faw  they  mud 
be  condemried  in  the  opinion  of  the  world  for 
what  they  had  already  acted  in  both  thofe  capa- 
cities ;  they  judged  they  had  as  good  go  thorough 
ftitch  with  the  work,  and  make  ufe  of  the  fame 
inftruments  to  compafs  their  defign. 

Having  refolved  therefore,  without  more  de- 
lay, to  feize  the  peninfula  of  Accidie  by  furprize, 
they  gave  orders  at  Breft  and  other  ports  tofcfit  out 
mips  with  the  utmoft  difpatch  and  fecrecy,  to  be 
fent  on  that  expedition.  But,  as  they  were  fenfible 
that  an  event  of  this  nature,  when  it  came  to  be 
known,  would  make  a  great  noife  in  the  world, 

and 
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and  caufe  them  to  be  condemned  for  breach  of 
treaties,  they  refolved  to  diftribute  the  Englifb 
memorials  and  their  own  anfwer,  without  the 
Refly,  at  all  the  foreign  courts  of  Europe in  or- 
tir  to  prejudice  them  in  their  favour,  and  render 
them  the  more  eafy  to  receive  their  j unification 
when  there  mould  be  occafion  for  it. 

In  vain  did  the  two  oppofing  minifters  remon- 
ftrate,  "  That  they  ought  to  have  no  dependence 
"  on  their  memorial  •,  that,  with  all  the  artifice 
"  employed  in  drawing  it  up,  it  was  far  from 
"  being  a  fatisfactory  anfwer  to  the  memorial  of 
"  the  Englijh  commiffaries,  or  from  containing  any 
<c  thing  iurHcient  to  invalidate  the  ftrength  of 
cc  the  evidence  on  which  their  pretenfions  were 
"  founded  :  that  befides,  their  fuppreffing  the 
i%  Reply  to  their  anfwer,  a  circumiiance  which 
tc  could  5Qt  be  long  unknown,  would  not  only 
"  render  their  caufe  fufpicious,  but  would  be 
"  looked  on  by  thofe  courts  where  they  prefented 
"  their  memorial,  as  an  attempt  to  impofe  on 
u  them,  by  offering  them  a  partial,  and  unfair 
"  ftate  of  the  controverfy." 

The  other  minifters  anfwered,  "  That  if  their 
"  memorial  did  not  overthrow  the  Englijh  pre- 
"  tenfions,  yet,  it  was  fo  contrived,  by  the  great 
"  quantity  of  mixed  matters  of  different  kinds, 
tc  and  the  method  obferved  in  anfwering  the  ob- 
"  jeclions  of  the  Englijh,  as  well  as  in  fupporting 
"  their  own  allegations;  that,  at  lead,  it  would 
"  render  their  pretenfions  doubtful,  and  puzzle  fo- 
"  reigners  in  whofe  favour  to  decide,  v/liichwas  as 
"  much  as  they  then  aimed  at :  that,  befides,  as 
61  their diftributing the  memorial  was  defignedonly 
E  2  "  for 
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"  for  a  temporary  expedient,  to  amufe  the  world 
ct  till  fuch  time  as  they  had  gained  their  point  ; 
"  when  that  was  accompliftied  they  minded  not 
"  how  foon  the  deception  was  difcovered,  nor 
"  how  much  the  courts  of  Europe  refented  the 
"  impofition.  They  added,  that  France  flood 
"  in  no  fear  of  any  of  her  neighbours,  and 
*c  defpifed  either  their  refentment  or  their  re- 
"  proaches  ;  that  it  was  their  bufinefs,  at  any 
"  rate,  to  enlarge  and  aggrandize  the  Gallic k 
tc  empire:  advantages  which  ought  not,  they 
"  faid,  to  be  loft  out  of  any  pretended  fcruple  to 
<c  violate  the  laws  of  confcience  or  juftice  \  and 
<c  that,  if  what  was  necefTary  for  the  benefit  of 
46  their  country  could  not  be  had  from  thofe 
"  they  were  in  peace  with  by  fair  means,  it  was 
<c  lawful  for  them  to  make  ufe  of  either  ftrata- 
"  gem  or  force  to  compafs  their  ends  and  this 
'*  they  thought  fufficient  to  juftify  them  in  what 
^  they  were  then  about." 

They  were  determined  therefore  to  diftribute 
their  memorial,  without  the  Reply  9  at  the  feveral 
European  courts  as  foon  as  they  found  it  conve- 
nient. But  as  they  knew  all  this  precaution 
would  be  of  no  avail  in  cafe  the  Englijh  mould 
print  it,  they  found  it  abfol^tely  necefTary,  if  pof- 
fible,  to  prevent  the  fame.  To  compafs  their  end 
they  acquainted  the  Englijh  minifters  "  That  they 
"  had  made  a  confiderable  progrefs  in  printing 
"  the  memorials  of  both  nations :  but  that,  as  it 
<c  feemed  beft  to  fettle  matters  between  the  two 
• c  crowns  without  troubling  the  world  with  their 

difputes;  they,  on  farther  confideration,  were 
I6  willing  to  fupprefs  the  edition,  fo  far  as  had 

"  been. 
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m  been  printed,  provided  the  Englifh  minifters 
H  would  not  print  the  memorials," 

This  propofal,  the  Englijh  minifters,  who  fuf- 
pected  no  deceit,  agreed  to ;  and  as  they  had 
not  yet  committed  the  memorials  to  the  prefs,  laid 
the  thought  of  it  entirely  afide.  Ours,  on  the 
contrary,  proceeded  to  rinifli  their  impreflions 
and  as  foon  as  the  time  proper  for  expofing  them 
was  come,  delivered  them  to  the  minifters  of  all 
the  foreign  courts,  not  forgetting  even  thofe  of 
Great  Britain ;  who,  it  is  likely,  were  fomewhat 
furprized  at  the  unexpected  prefent. 

However,  the  effects  which  our  minifters  pro- 
pofed  from  this  artifice  to  dupe  the  Englijh,  were 
in  a  good  meafure  fruftrated  by  an  accident  which 
none  could  have  thought  would  ever  have  hap- 
pened. For  while  they  waited  for  the  proper  junc- 
ture to  diftribute  their  memorial,  xhzEngUJh  author 
before-mentioned,  moved  it  feems  by  the  incroach- 
ments,  as  they  are  calle  d,  of  our  nation  in  Acadie 
or  Nova-Scotia,  took  it  in  his  head  to  write  in  de- 
fence of  the  Britijh  title  to  the  whole  of  thofe  two 
countries  united  under  thofe  different  names,  a- 
againft  the  arguments  advanced  by  father  Char- 
levoix, in  his  Hiftory  of  New  France,  to  prove  that 
by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  they  were  intitled  to  but 
a  fmall  part  of  the  provinces  which  they  claimed. 
This  little  piece,  which  charges  that  hiftorian 
with  ignorance  and  want  of  moral  honefty  ;  with 
chicanery,  prevarication,  mifciting  authorities, 
and  perverting  the  fenfe  of  paffages  (in  the  fame 
manner  as  our  commiffaries  have  been  charged) 
with  corrupting  the  words  of  authors,  and  even 
pf  the  treaty  of  Utrecht;  in  fhort,  with  numer 

rous 
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rous  fabrications,  and  other  literary  crimes,  little 
lefs  than  forgery  :   this  little  piece,  I  fay,  ap- 
peared above  two  months  before  our  minifters 
had  diftributed  their  memorials,  and  it  was  im- 
mediately publifhed  in  French,  both  at  Paris  and 
the  Hague.    And  as,  among  a  great  many  other 
proofs  in  it,  thofe  paflages  of  Cbamplain,  fo  often 
mentioned,  were  produced ;  it,  in  ail  probability, 
helped  to  prepoflefs  foreigners  in  favour  of  the 
Englijh  pretenfions,  and  to  prevent  their  being 
prejudiced  by  the  memorial  of  our  minifters  till 
fuch  time  as  the  Engli/b  edition  of  that  memorial, 
accompanied  with  the  Reply*  was  publifhed  :  of 
which  notice  was  given  at  the  courts  abroad,  as 
foon  as  that  of  our  minifters  appeared  at  them. 

What  was  ftill  more  unfortunate  on  the  fide  of 
our  minifters,  who  have  in  every  thing  been 
dupes  to  themfelves,  they  kept  playing  faft  and 
loofe,  in  the  propofals  made  by  our  amballador, 
with  thofe  of  the  Englijh,  fo  long  that  they  be- 
gan to  perceive  it  was  all  an  amuiement ;  and 
thence  fufpecting  the  defign  of  our  naval  prepa- 
rations, (which  at  laft  were  difcovered  by,  or  to 
them)  .gave  immediate  orders  for  putting  feveral 
ftrong  fleets  to  fea.  In  this  they  ufed  fuch  dili- 
gence that,  getting  the  {tart  of  ours,  they  ar- 
rived in  America  before  them  ;  attacked  our  fleet, 
took  one  or  two  of  the  king's  fhips,  and  prevent- 
ed them  from  landing  forces  in  Acadiey  as  they 
defigned,  in  order  to  difpoiTefs  the  Englijh  of  the 
peninfula,  to  which  they  had  before  confined  them. 

This  difafter  in  mort  .overturned  at  once  the 
darling  project  which  our  minifters  had  fo  much 
fet  their  hearts  on,  and  to  bring  which  to  bear, 

they 
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they  had  fo  long  racked  their  brains,  and  invented 
fo  many  ftratagems  ;  not  fcrupling,  fo  they  could 
but  gain  their  point,  which  they  deemed  of  the 
laft  importance,  to  ruin  their  own  reputation,  by 
breach  of  treaties,  lofe  the  affections  as  well  as 
good  opinion  of  their  neighbours,  by  attempts  to 
impofe  on  them,  and  hazard  the  welfare  of  the 
nation  by  engaging  it  in  a  dangerous  war.  Such 
daring  things  will  minifters  undertake,  who,  more 
than  ordinary  zealous  to  enlarge  the  intereft  and 
power  of  their  prince,  (tick  not  at  any  thing  to 
compafs  their  ends.  Soon  after  this  difappoint- 
merit,  or,  if  you  will,  defeat  of  our  American  ex- 
pedition, the  Englijh  took  from  us  our  forts  on  the 
ifthmus  of  Chignitlo ;  and  now,  encouraged  by 
thefe  fuccefTes,  began  to  feize  our  merchant- mips 
at  fea,  and  carry  them  into  their  ports,  which  were 
ibon  filled  with  them.  This  they  did,  and  conti- 
nue dill  to  do,  under  pretence  of  indemnifying 
themfelves,  as  well  for  the  great  expences  which 
our  minifters  have  put  them  to,  by  obliging  them 
to  fet  on  foot,  on  this  occafion,  all  their  force 
both  by  fea  and  land  (in  which  expences  poflibly 
they  intend  to  include  the  large  fubfidies  given  to 
foreign  princes  for  afliftance)  as  for  the  damages 
fuftained  for  many  years  paft,  by  the  incroach- 
ments  and  depredations  committed  by  our  coun- 
try men  of  Canada,  and  their  Indians,  on  the  Eng- 
lijh colonies. 

How  will  our  minifters  be  able  'to  anfwer  the 
involving  our  nation,  by  their  unjuft  projects,  in 
fo  many  calamities,  mould  the  Englijh  compel 
them  to  make  the  fatisfa&ion  which  they  demand, 
over  and  above  confirming  their  claim  with  re- 
fpecl  to  Acadie?  Better,  in  that  cafe,  the  country 

had 


had  been  funk  in  the  fea,  or  fwallowed  Up  by  an 
earthquake,  and  themfelves  with  it,  than  ever 
they  mould  have  begun  fuch  an  unjuft  and  unfor- 
tunate difpute. 

This,  my  friend,  is  the  fecret  hiftory  of  the 
conduct  of  our  minifters,  and  the  methods  taken 
by  them  to  fupport  and  carry  into  exeeution  their 
ill-contrived,  romantic  fyftem  •,  which  being 
founded  in  injuftice,  they  faw  could  only  be  fup- 
ported  by  injuftice  :  but  all  their  artifices  prov- 
ing ineffectual,  they  find  themfelves  and  the  na- 
tion immerged  in  great  perplexity,  and  likely  to 
be  involved  in  greater  calamity,  unlefs  they  can 
extricate  themfelves  by  an  unjuft  war,  of  which 
they  ought  always  to  dread  the  event ;  or,  what 
is  more  eligible,  a  good  accommodation,  pro- 
cured by  doing  juftice  to  their  neighbours,  whom 
they  have  fo  highly  injured  and  provoked. 

Methinks,  in  every  thing  our  minifters  have 
acted  wrong  :  their  whole  conduct  feems  to  be  a 
chain  of  obvious  errors.  May  it  not  be  faid  they 
have  been  infatuated  ?  Was  it  not  enough  to 
lay  a  fcheme  to  defraud  the  Englijh  of  the  greater 
part  of  Accidie,  to  the  whole  of  which  they  have 
an  undoubted  right,  as  the  whole  was  in  the  mohV 
exprefs  terms  given  up  to  them  by  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht  ?  Was  it  not  enough,  I  fay,  for  our  mi- 
nifters to  lay  the  fcheme  to  defraud  them  of  that 
valuable  province  ?  (Alas !  to  our  coft  we  know 
it  to  be  a  valuable  one  !)  But  they  muft  attempt 
alfo  to  impole  on  all  Europe  befides,  by  a  mifre- 
prefentation,  as  well  as  fuppreflion  of  evidence, 
which  it  was  impoflible  for  them  long  to  con- 
ceal j  and  that  only  with  a  hope,  a  very  uncer- 
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tain  hope,  of  gaining  their  ends  ih  America,  by 
the  conqueft  of  the  fmall  remainder  of  Accidie* 
which  they  had  not  yet  feized,  before  iheir  cot- 
lufion  fhould  come  to  be  difcovered. 

I  repeat  it,  may  they  not  be  faid  to  have  been 
infatuated,  in  purfuing  fuch  meafures,  which* 
however  fuccefsful,  mud  have  terminated  with 
infamy  to  our  nation  ;  and  juftified  the  common 
reflection  of  infincerity,  and  want  of  faith,  which 
is  thrown  on  us  by  our  neighbours  on  all  fides  ? 
will  not  the  event  eftablilh  through  Europe  the 
proverb  of  Gallic  a  fides,  already  received  in  fome 
countries  not  far  dill  ant  ? 

The  gaining  of  Ac  a  die,  it  mufl  be  acknow- 
ledged, would  be  a  point  of  vaft  importance., 
with  refpect  both  to  our  power  and  commerce  : 
but  fuppofing  it  was  greatly  more  advantageous 
to  our  nation  than  it  would  be,  how  could  our 
minifters  think  it  for  the  intereft  of  the  French 
nation  to  purchafe  it  with  the  facrifke  of  juftice, 
honour,  and  integrity  ;  which  ought  of  all  things 
to  be  fnoft  dear  to  every  people,  who  would  be 
defirous  to  live  in  friendfhip  and  efteem  with 
other  nations  ? 

I  lament,  my  friend,  the  difhonour  and  dif- 
grace  which  our  minifters  by  their  conduct  irt 
this  unhappy  difpute  have  brought  on  the  whole 
French  nation  ;  a  difhonour  and  difgrace,  fo  fla- 
grant in  its  kindj  as  there  feems  no  hopes  of  ever* 
retrieving  it.  For  what  court  of  Europe,  to 
which  the  news  of  this  deception  hath  or  (hall 
arrive,  will  ever  treat  the  memorials  of  France 
with  any  degree  of  credit  or  refpecl:  ?  Every  ftate,v 
F  bin 
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butthofe  who  have  fome  dependence  on  the  French 
court,  on  account  of  fubfidies,  or  other  advan- 
tages, will  for  the  future  hold  us  in  the  utmoft 
contempt,  if  not  abhorrence  :  nor  will  lefs  than 
a  long  feries  of  upright  conduct  be  able  to  reco- 
ver our  loft  reputation,  or  reinftate  us  in  the 
good  opinion  of  our  neighbours  which  we  have 
loft. 

Thefe  melancholy  reflections  are  greatly  aug- 
mented by  the  diftraeted  pofture  of  our  affair?. 
Our  minifters  baffled,  as  well  in  their  defign  of 
wrefting  Acadie  out  of  the  hands  of  the  EngHJh^ 
as  in  that  of  impofing  on  the  underftanding  of 
foreign  courts  are,  for  all  the  beft  face  which 
they  put  on  it,  in  reality  in  the  utmoft  confu- 
flon,  and  at  a  lofs  how  to  act  Their  whole 
fcheme  was  founded  on  a  fuppofed  certainty  of 
fuccefs  *,  and  as  they  never  had  the  leaft  fufpicion 
of  having  their  defigns  fruftrated,  they  made  no 
provifion  againft  a  mifcarriage  which  they  never 
thought  poiTible. 

Difappointed  as  to  their  "expectations  abroad, 
and  having  no  fleets  able  to  withftand  the  EnglifJj 
at  home,  they  know  not  what  plan  of  meaiures 
to  purfue.  They  had  originally  but  three  courfes. 
to  take,  to  attack  Flanders  and  the  empire  by 
land,  to  invade  Great  Britain  by  fea,  or  to  fend 
a  large  body  ot  forces  to  America. 

With  regard  to  the  firft,  our  minifters  have 
the  mortification  to  fee  that  the  glory  of  Franc? 
has  received  a  fignal  check  ;  as  it  appears,  that, 
after  all  their  threatening  to  pour  in  their  troops 
into  the  neighbouring  countries-,  they  find  them - 
6  felves 
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felves  obliged  to  drop  that  project,  and  turn 
their  forces  fome  other  way.  Have  they  not  al- 
ready reduced  the  nation  to  fuch  an  abject  degree 
of  contempt,  that  certain  little  Mates,  which  here- 
tofore trembled  at  her  (lighten:  threats,  and  com- 
plied with  almoft  every  thing  which  we  propofed 
to  them  *,  have  had  the  courage  (I  might  fay  afiu- 
rance),  not  only  to  refufe  anfwering  their  demand 
with  refpect  to  what  part  they  intended  to  take 
in  cafe  of  a  war  between  France  and  Great  Britain, 
but  even  to  treat  their  dictatorial  demand  with 
marks  of  icorn  and  difrefpect  ?  Alas  !  how  low 
has  the  late  mifconduct  of  our  minifters  brought 
the  grandeur  and  majefty  of  France,  but  lately 
lo  highly  revered  !  This  fudden  change  mews 
how  little  the  mightieft  kingdoms  ought  to  rec- 
kon on  their  power  and  ftrength,  when  not  fup- 
ported  by  a  ftricl  adherence  to  juftice  and  inte- 
grity ;  and  how  greatly  a  deviation  from  thofe 
virtues  may  diminim  the  authority  of  a  prince, 
which  but  a  little  before  feemed  to  be  elevated  to 
the  higheft  pitch,  and  fixed  on  a  bafis  not  to  be 
(haken,  Alas !  it  was  this  which  tempted  our 
minifters  to  tranfgrefs  the  facred  rules  of  equity  ; 
and,  what  is  to  be  lamented,  our  Monarch  fuf- 
fers  for  their  prefumption.  God  fend  our  nation 
may  not  fuffer  for  it  alio  ! 

The  fecond  courfe  our  minifters  had  to  take, 
was  to  invade  Great  Britain-,  and  as  their  pro- 
pofed irruption  into  Flanders  has  met  with  a  ftop, 
it  feems  to  be  all  we  have  for  it  on  this  fide  of  the 
Atlantic  ocean.  'I  he  project  aifo  feems  to  be  re- 
folved  on.  Already  the  troops  from  the  interior 
parts  of  France  are  marched  towards  the  coafts 
along  the  Channel,  with  an  intent  to  line  them 
F  2  from 
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from  Br  eft  to  Dunkirk  -9  and  it  may  be  pre  fumed, 
that  the  minifters,  from  what  they  have  already 
acted,  are  capable  of  attempting  to  carry  this 
fcheme  into  execution.  But  muft  not  you  think, 
my  friend,  as  well  as  I,  that  this  muft  be  a 
moft  defperate  undertaking,  and  carry  along 
with  it  the  marks  of  a  thorough  Don  ^uixotifm  ? 

Let  us  only  confider  the  cafe  a  little.    If  vve 
make  a  defcent,  it  will  probably  be  on  the  neareft 
coafts,  as  it  may  poffibly  be  effected  in  one  dark 
night,  and  the  convoy  to  the  tranfports  may  re- 
treat out  of  danger  bofore  the  Englijh  are  prepa- 
red to  incercept  their  paffage  ;  which  could  hardly 
be  expected  in  cafe  the  forces  were  to  be  landed 
in  Scotlandy  or  the  more  northern  parts  of  England. 
But  as  they  can  make  the  defcent  conveniently 
only  in  fome  particular  places,  is  it  not  to  be  pre- 
fumed  but  that  thefe  places  will  be  well  guarded 
both  by  fea  and  land?  and  that,  if  our  veffels  mould 
be  difcovered  on  their  approach  (as  I  mould  think 
they  muft),  the  EngliJJo  men  of  war  on  that  fta- 
tion,  as  well  as  the  forces  on  fhore,  would  hold 
them  in  play  till  fuch  time  as  other  Englijh  fhips 
would  come  to  their  affiftance.    In  fuch  a  con- 
juncture, we  muft  give  all  our  tranfports  f  r  loft, 
befides  what  may  be  deftroyed  of  the  King's  fhips. 
Then  as  to  the  troops,  fuppofing  them  all  to  be 
fafe  landed,  to  the  number  of  15  or  20,000  men 
(which  are  the  moft  we  can  imagine  could  be 
landed  at  one  time),  what  could  they  do  againft 
the  enemy,   who,   we  are  told,   have  50  or 
60,000    foldiers  on   foot,  befides  milita,  and 
what  foreign  troops  will  come  to  their  affift- 
ance ? 
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You'll  fay,  that  embarkation  of  troops  will  be 
followed  by  another.  Not  immediately,  fure,  un- 
Icfs  all  our  tranfport-velTels  and  King's  mips  mould 
return  fafe ;  and,  in  cafe  they  ihould,  we  could 
not  hope  to  land  any  more  at  the  fame  place  of  the 
coaft,  nor  within  a  confiderable  fpace  on  each  fide, 
as  to  be  fure  thofe  parts  would  be  ftrongly  guard- 
ed by  men  of  war  j  and,  if  the  fecond  body  of  for- 
ces be  landed  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the 
flrft,  in  all  probability  both  will  be  defeated  and 
deftroyed  before  they  can  have  an  opportunity  of 
jpining  each  other, 

I  hope  our  minifters  do  not  flatter  themfelves 
with  the  expectation  that  our  troops  will  be  joined 
by  any  confiderable  number  of  mal-contents.  That 
would  be,  I  fear,  a  fatal  delufion.  Whatever 
room  there  might  have  been  for  fuch  a  hopefome 
years  ago,  care  has  been  taken  fince  to  curb  the 
fpirit  of  rebellion,  and  reflrain  the  affembling  of 
difaffe&ed  perfons.    This  is  manifeft  in  the  Imall 

number  of  Jacobites,  who  joined  P  E  in 

his  late  progrefs  through  great  rart  of  England 
when  the  number  of  Engtijh  troops  then  on  foot 
to  check  them  was  but  very  fmall  to  what  it  is  at 
prefent.    Befides,  there  never  was  fuch  a  fpiric 
known  among  the  Engliftj  as  on  this  occafion,  as 
if  all  parties  were  united  againft  the  defigns  of  our 
minifters  :  fo  that  we  can  have  but  very  few,  if 
any,  friends  to  reckon  upon  ;  and  even  thofe  few 
would  not  venture  to  appear,  unlefs  our  troops 
mould  gain  fuch  fignal  and  fucceffive  victories,  as 
might  give  them  reafonable  hopes  that  our  forces 
would  entirely  fubdue  the  whole  Britijb  nation. 

But  furely  nothing  can  be  more  chimeri 
than  to  fuppofe  ever  fuch  an  event  as  this 

happen  - 
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happen  ;  as  if  it  could  be  pofTible  that  all  the  for- 
ces which  our  nation  fhould  be  able  to  land,  fup- 
pofing  them  to  be  30  or  40,000,  mould  ever  be 
able  to  conquer  8  or  10  millions  of  courageous 
people  like  the  Englifh.  On  the  contrary,  it  is 
to  be  with  good  reafon  apprehended,  that  if 
double  the  number  1  have  mentioned  of  troops 
Ihould  be  landed  in  England,  very  few,  if  any, 
would  be  left  alive  to  return  to  France ;  confider- 
ing  what  a  dreadful  (laughter  muft  neceffarily  be 
the  confequence  whenever  the  troops  of  the  two 
nations  mould  meet  in  battle;  as  the  French  would 
be  animated  by  their  natural  bravery,  and  the 
Englifh  edged  on  by  indignation  and  refentment.  j 

5Tis  faid  they  look  upon  the  conduct  of  our 
minifters  in  this  affair  as  one  of  the  moft  atro- 
cious impofitions  and  affronts  that  ever  was  at- 
tempted to  be  put  on  any  nation  \  that  this  pro- 
vocation, added  to  the  great  antipathy  which  they 
have  to  our  nation,  whom  they  look  on  as  their 
natural  enemies,  has  fo  keenly  irritated  them, 
that  they  will  rife  to  a  man,  if  requifite,  to  op- 
pofe  an  invafion  :  and  many  of  the  moft  fanguine 
fort  have,  on  this  occafion,  been  Heard  to  fay, 
that  they  could  wifh  a  million  of  Frenchmen  would 
come  over,  that  they  might  have  the  pleafure  to 
revenge  their  quarrel  by  deftroying  them  all.  So 
heinoufly,  it  feems,  they  in  general  take  this  af- 
fair, ftigmatifing  us  with  the  epithets  of  perfidious , 
treacherous,  fraudulent,  deceitful,  circumventing, 
audacious,  and  the  like    not  confidering,  that 
whatever  injury  may  be  done  them,  it  is  the  act 
of  our  minifters,  not  of  our  people,  who  are,  for 
the  general,  diffatisfied  with  the  meafures  they 
are  taking. 

The 
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The  third  courfe  therefore,  namely,  the  fending 
troops  to  North  America^  to  oppofe  the  Englijh  in 
^hat  part  of  the  world,  feems  to  be  the  mod  ra- 
tional and  promifing  of  fuccefs  of  the  three. 
And  indeed  it  is  with  a  view  to  difguife  fuch  a 
defign,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  our  troops 
have  been  ordered  to  march  towards  the  coafts 
before  mentioned. 

If  this  be  their  intention,  our  minifters  are 
doubtlefs  purfuing  a  right  meafure :  for,  not- 
withstanding the  Englijh  minifters  have  hitherto 
acted  with  uncommon  fecrefyand  circumfpection, 
as  well  as  penetrated  beyond  what  might  have 
teen  expected  from  them,  into  the  defigns  and 
fchemes  of  ours ;  yet  there  is  a  probability  that 
their  attention  may  be  fo  much  taken  up  with 
preventing  the  fuppofed  invafion  from  the  French 
coafts,  that  they  will  neglect  the  no  lefs  import- 
ant affair  of  their  colonies,  and  give  us  an  oppor- 
tunity of  tranfporting  a  fufficient  number  of  for- 
ces to  America, 

Bendes,  while  the  Englijh  are  fo  divided  there, 
(low  in  their  operations,  and  in  no  fmall  confu- 
fion  for  want  of  union,  as  well  as  good  regula- 
tion, if  we  can  but  Hip  men  thither  from  time  to 
time,  we  may  be  able  to  ftand  our  ground,  and 
cut-out  abundance  of  troublefome  work  for 
them,  Hitherto,  for  want  of  fufficient  forces 
from  Great  Britain,  and  fending  a  large  fum  of 
money  over  to  raife  forces  out  of  the  colonies, 
they  have  done  but  little  againft  us :  nor  will 
they  ever  be  able  to  do  us  much  mifchief,  fo  long 
as  they  are  fo  ill  prepared,  and  do  things  by 
halves.    But  mould  once  the  thought  come  into 

their 
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their  heads,  to  mufter  all  the  ftrength  of  the  nor- 
thern provinces,  and,  in  conjunction  with  fome 
European  troops,  attack  Quebeck;  they  would  put 
an  end  to  the  quarrel  there  at  once,  and  fecure 
themfelves  for  ever  after  from  being  annoyed,  ei- 
ther by  our  people  or  the  Indians ,  who  would 
by  that  means  become  their  friends  and  allies. 
Till  this  is  done,  we  have  not  much  to  appre- 
hend from  them  :  but  it  is  our  good  fortune,  that 
the  Englifh  often  overlook  the  moft  obvious  ad- 
vantages, and  do  not  always  fhoot  at  the  right 
mark.  I  have  been  pofitively  aflured,  that  they 
might  very  eafily  have  driven  us  beyond  the  ri- 
ver St.  Laurence  the  firfl  campaign,  if  they  had 
taken  proper  meafures  ;  whereas  now  we  are 
ftronger  than  ever  we  were  to  the  fouth  of  that 
river  in  all  parts,  excepting  in  Nova  Scotia,  which 
we  lb  unhappily  loft,  and  I  fear  irrecoverably  : 
I  won't  fay,  however,  by  any  neglect  or  mifcon- 
duct  on  our  fide,  except  in  the  breach  of  peace. 

By  all  means,  therefore,  the  attention  of  our 
minifters  mould  be  continually  turned  towards 
America  which,  after  all,  is  the  proper  place  for 
carrying  on  the  war :  for  it  is  evident  that  We 
fhall  get  nothing  by  confining  it  to  Europe,  far- 
ther than  in  making  reprifals  on  the  Englifh  fhip- 
ing,  by  our  privateers  and  the  king's  mips.  But 
then,  the  Englijh  have  got  fo  far  a- head  of  us  in 
that  article,  and  feized  fo  great  a  number  of  our 
merchant-men,  that  we  (hall  hardly  ever  be  able 
'to -come  up  with  them.  Nay,  at  the  rate  they 
go  on,  backed  with  fuch  formidable  fleets,  they 
feem  determined  not  to  leave  us  any,  as  well  as 
to  deftroy  all  the  king's  mips,  if  they  can  come 
at  them  :  but,  the  Holy  Virgin  be  thanked,  we 

have 
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have  ftrong  ports  for  their  fecuri ty ;  and  yet,  un~ 
Jefs  they  put  to  fea,  what  will  become  of  our 
trade  ? 

This  has  indeed  been  attributed  to  our  king's 
lenity  :  but  was  in  reality  owing  to  the  confterna- 
tion  which  that  unexpected,  but  well-judged  pro- 
ceeding of  the  Englijh,  threw  our  minifters  into, 
and  the  diftradlions  which  in  confequence  di- 
vided their  councils,  not  knowing  what  method 
to  refolve  on  fome  advifing  one  thing,  fome  ano  • 
ther,  and  fcarce  two  agreeing  in  the  fame  fenti- 
ments.  Mean  time  our  merchants  knew  not 
what  construction  to  put  on  their  delay  in  coming 
to  a  refolution.  It  was  rumoured,  that  fome 
who  were  moft  forward  for  pumiug  the  fyftem 
of  antient  limits,  were  feized  with  timidity,  in- 
fufed  into  them  by  the  refolute  behaviour  of  the 
Engli/h  \  who  till  then,  they  imagined,  durft  not  re- 
lent even  worfe  injuries  than  thofe  they  had  done 
the :  that  others  were  feized  with  a  fit  of  re- 
morfe,  for  having  given  into  a  difhonourabie 
fcheme  to  defraud  them  of  a  country  which  had 
been  fo  formally  yielded  to  them  •,  while  fome 
were  for  making  up  matters  with  the  Englijh,  and 
granting  their  demands.  Not  only,  as  they  had 
reafon  to  believe  by  their  refolute  behaviour,  that 
they  would  not  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  impofed  on : 
but  alfo  from  a  fenfe  that  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  our  nation  to  fupport  the  fyftem  of  our  mini- 
fters even  if  it  was  juft and  that  their  mifcarrying. 
in  their  attempt  would  bring  nolefs  dimonour  on 
the  nation  than  the  fraudulent  contrivance  itfelf. 

In  fine,  fome  went  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  an  ac- 
commodation with  the  Englifo  was  actually  agreed 
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on  by  our  minifters ;  and  that  they  fuffered  them 
to  take  our  (hipping,  in  order  to  indemnify  them- 
felves  for  the  expences  we  had  put  them  to  by 
our  incroachments  in  America  on  the  Britijh  terri- 
tories, in  confequence  of  that  iniquitous  fyftem. 

If  this  was  really  the  defign  of  our  minifters, 
in  fuffering  thofe  captures  to  be  made,  I  cannot 
but  think  it  was  as  iniquitous  as  their  fyftem  ; 
and  that  they  have  treated  our  nation  no  lefs  inju- 
rioufly  than  they  have  done  the  Englifh  :  although 
that  is  nothing  to  be  wondered  at  in  French  mini- 
fters, by  whom  we  have  been  reduced  to  the  ftate 
of  flavery,  in  which  we  are  now  involved  ;  and 
from  whom,  confequently,  we  can  never  expect 
any  good  merely  for  our  own  fakes. 

Prejudiced  people,  and  thofe  of  fmall  reflecti- 
on, are  mightily  incenfed  againft  the  Englijh  for 
feizing  our  fhips.     They  judge,  from  what  the 
nation  fuffers,   without  confidering  the  provo- 
cations we  have  given  them  for  a  long  courfe 
of  years.    We  not  only  took  all  opportunities  of 
encroaching  on  their  territories,  and  building 
forts,  as  they  complain,  on  their  frontiers,  but 
in  the  very  time  that  a  negociation  was  on  foot 
for  fettling  the  limits  of  Acadie,  our  people  not 
having  patience  to  wait  for  the  determination, 
feized  on  all  the  northern  part  on  the  continent, 
to  the  fouth  of  St.  Laurence,  River  ;  and  built  forts 
on  the  ifthmus  of  Chignetto  and  at  St.  John's  Ri- 
ver, before  the  conferences  were  well  begun.  As 
if  our  minifters  (without  whofe  orders  or  confent, 
to  be  furc,  it  could  not  be  done)  were  determin- 
ed, as  the  Enzli{h  complain,  to  keep  the  country, 
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right  or  wrong,  and  even  though  the  difpute 
ihould  be  decided  againft  them. 

This  ftep,  indeed,  feemed  to  mew  a  confciouf- 
nefs  that  they  were  in  the  wrong,  and  that  the 
point  would  be  decided  againft  them,  as  in  efFecl; 
it  is.  It  was,  befides,  a  notorious  infraction  of 
the  peace  and  infult  on  the  Englijh  nation,  who 
yet  fubmitted  to  all  this,  till  they  were  waked  out 
of  their  lethargy  by  our  troops  invading  the  Ohio 
country,  and  building  forts,  firft  on  the  fouth- 
eaft  fide  of  the  Lake  Erie,  then  on  the  Ohio  itfelf  ; 
after  taking  that  of  the  Englijh,  and  driving  them 
back  over  the  Apalachian  (or  Alltgany)  mountains 
into  V'irginia. 

The  Englijh,  alarmed  at  thefe  hoftilities,  and  at 
the  preparations  which  our  minifters  were  making 
at  Breft  and  other  ports,  for  fupporting  them,  as 
well  as  to  put  Canada  and  our  other  America;:  pof- 
fefllons,  in  a  good  ftate  of  defence ;  or,  as  they 
give  out,  to  conquer  by  furprize  the  peninfu!a  of 
Acadie,  which  remained  in  their  hands :  the  Eng- 
lijh, alarmed,  I  fay,  at  length  by  thefe  proceed- 
ings, and  more  ftill  by  our  minifters  at  foreign 
courts  menacing  an  invafion,  began  to  concert  mea- 
fures,  not  only  to  avert  the  dangers  which  threat- 
ened them;  but  alfo  to  indemnify  themfelves  for 
the  lofTcs  and  damages  which  they  ailedged  to 
have  fuftained  by  our  incroachments.  They  be- 
gan to  put  the  laft  of  thofe  two  refolutions  in 
execution,  by  taking  our  (hipping,  without  de- 
claring war  or  giving  us  any  warning;  and  by  the 
rapidity  of  their  feizures,  have  gone  a  great  way 
already  to  ruin  our  foreign  trade.  How  can  it  be 
thought  that,  God  wouM  affift  the  here  cks,  fo 
vifibly  as  he  has  done  in  all  their  undertakings  on 
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this  £ccafibn,  againft  thofe  who  profefs  the  holy 
catholick,  and  only  true  religion,  if  they  were 
'  not  in  the  right,  and  we  in  the  wrong  ? 

The  merchants  who  have  been  fufferers  by 
thofe  captures  y  and  they  who  have  been  preju- 
diced by  their  clamours,  call  them  pyracies  and 
fea-robberies.  The  Englifh*  in  this  point,  have 
exceeded  us  in  politenefs,  as  they  only  fliled  our 
feizures  in  Nova- Scotia  and  other  parts  of  North 
America*  encroachments  or  depredations.  What 
I  am  moft  concerned,  and  furprized  at,  is  that  our 
minifters  have  adopted  thofe  vulgar  terms  *  and 
made  ufe  of  them,  as  well  in  their  late  demand 
at  the  court  of  London*  as  in  their  declarations  at 
thofe  of  the  other  ftates  of  Europe:  becaufe  it 
feems  to  difcover  vexation  more  than  refentment ; 
and  is  like  mewing  their*  teeth  when  they  cannot 
bite.  In  reality,  the  flighty  coolnefs  of  the  an- 
fwer  returned  by  the  Englijh  minifter,  mews  that 
they  took  it  in  the  fame  light.  However,  it 
muft  be  confeifed  that  the  only  chance  they  have  to 
bring  them  to  a  compliance,  is  to  bully  them  in- 
to it,  as  often  hitherto  ours  have  done*  How 
happy  would  it  be  for  us  if  we  hadfomeof  their 
former  minifters  to  deal  with  ! 

The  more  fober  and  confiderate  people,  how- 
ever, among  us  take  thefe  proceedings  of  the 
Englijh  in  a  different  view :  and  from  what  I 
have  already  faid  upon  the  fubjccl,  I  may  con- 
clude you  reckon  me  one  of  that  number.  They 
fay  they  cannot  blame  the  Englijh  :  that  the  firft 
hoftilities,  breach  of  peace,  and  depredations  were 
committed  by  the  French  in  America*  as  hath  been 
already  fpecified  *  and  that  therefore  they  had  an 
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undoubted  right  to  make  reprifals,  as  well  as  to 
prevent  a  defcent  by  depriving  France  of  the 
means  of  affecting  one.  But  there  are  many  at 
Paris  who  will  not  hear  of  any  right  our  neigh- 
bours have  to  call  us  to  an  account,  although, 
they  are  ready  to  allow,  we  gave  them  fome  pro- 
vocations in  America  :  as  if  our  nation  had  a  pri- 
vilege to  injure  any  otheo*,  at  leaft,  the  Englijh, 
with  impunity. 

As  to  the  charge  that  the  Englijh  were  the  firft 
aggreflbrs,  by  the  feizure  of  fhips  within  the 
European  feas  it  is  a  doubtful  cafe,  which 
will  be  very  difficult  to  decide,  as  there  was  a 
capture  likewife  on  our  part,  at  or  near  the  fame 
time*,  the  difcuflion  of  which  muft  depend  on  the 
evidence  of  a  date,  which  each  party  may  be  apt 
to  ftrain  in  their  own  favour.  Befides,  from 
the  aflion  being  committed  by  each  party  un- 
known to  the  other,  it  is  manifeft  that  both 
were  equally  determined  to  commit  hoftilities,  or, 
if  you  will,  break  the  peace  on  this  fide  of  the 
ocean  •,  and  therefore  the  nation  which  gave  the 
firft  blow  may  not  be  faid  to  be  the  aggrefibr 
more  than  the  other.  For  any  thing  that  ap- 
pears yet  to  the  contrary,  the  feveral  courts  of 
Europe  confider  the  thing  in  this  light,  indepen- 
dant  of  the  faid  menace.  But  fuppofing,  at  worft, 
that  the  Englijh  were  the  firft  aggrefTors  in  Eu- 
rope, yet  they  know  the  confequence  of  fuch  a 
proceeding;  and  if  they  thought  fit  to  run  the  ha- 
zard of  it,  I  do  not  fee,  for  the  reafons  afore- 
faid,  that  they  are  to  be  blamed.  For  my 
part,  I  muft  own,  I  join  in  opinion  with  thofe 
who  judge  favourably  of  their  conduct,  and  think 
that  hitherto  they  have  done  nothing  but  what, 
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in  the  eyes  of  all  impartial  lookers-on,  they  may 
be  able  to  juftily  both  by  the  laws  of  reafon  and  na- 
tions. I  wifh  our  minifters  could  juftify  their 
conduct  half  fo  well,  or  had  taken  their  meafures 
half  fo  judicioufly.  Confidering  the  conduct  of 
our  neighbours  under  former  adminiftrations,  eve- 
ry body  here  is  furprized  at  their  refolution>  firm- 
nefs,  wifdom,  and,  above  all,  their  profound  fe- 
crecy,  in  this.  Every  thing  feems  to  be  carried 
on  in  a  feries  of  prudent  meafures,  which  they 
change  for  the  better  wherever  any  thing  falls 
amifs  :  they  apply  remedies  as  foon  as  ever  a 
defect  appears  in  their  plan  of  operations'5:  offi- 
cers and  governors  are  removed  on  the  lead  mif- 
behaviour:  they  fteadily  purfue  the  feveral  points 
they  have  in  view :  the  whole  goes  on  eafily,  as 
in  a  regular  piece  of  clock-work ;  and  nothing 
tranfpires  of  their  defigns  till  they  come  to  be 
put  in  execution.  Such  conduct  muft  command 
fuccefs ;  and  is  like  that  which  prevailed  when 
England  was  attacked  by  the  invincible  armada  of 
Spain.  Can  we  hope  that  our  fleet  fhall  have  bet- 
ter fortune  ? 

Whence  can  this  ftrange  alteration  in  Britifh 
councils  proceed  ?  Is  it  owing  to  the  fuperior  ca- 
pacity and  integrity  of  the  prefent  fet  of  minifters 
who  are  laced  at  the  heUn  ?  A  great  deal,  no 
doubt,  is  to  be  afcribed  to  thofe  happy  inci- 
dents 5  but  there  is  another  advantage  on  the  fide 
of  the  Englijh  on  this  occafion,  which  contri- 
butes greatly  to  this  felicitous  fituation  of  their 
affairs;  an  advantage  which  I  could  from  my 
foul  wifh  was  on  my  country's  fide,  and  that  is, 
the  uprightnefs  of  the  intentions  of  the  Englijh 
court,  and  the  manifeft  juftice  of  their  caufe. 

Fronr 


[    47  .3 

From  this  fpring  flows  all  the  advantages  which 
they  at  prefent  feem  to  be  in  full  pofieffion  of, 
among  which,  are  to  be  accounted  as  chief;  a 
formidable  alliance  abroad,  and  unanimity  at 
home,  invigorated  by  the  prefence  of  a  warlike 
king  and  dauntlefs  prince  ;  as  well  as  with  a  re- 
foulute  fpirit  in  the  people,  the  like  of  which,  it 
is  faid,  hath  hardly  ever  appeared  in  the  nation 
before. 

It  is  very  evident,  that  the  laws  of  nature  and 
fociety  are  naturally  calculated  to  favour  and  fup- 
port  the  caufe  of  juftice,  independently  of  the 
interpofition  of  providence :  but  when  both  feem 
to  unite  againft  us,  may  I  not  well  fay,  that  our 
minifters  are  tempting  the  wrath  of  Heaven,  as 
well  as  of  the  Earth  againft  them  ?  And  be- 
ing left  to  ourfelves,  unaflifted  either  by  God  or 
our  neighbours,  is  it  pofiible  our  minifters  can 
expect  a  happy  iffue  of  their  projects?  Ought 
they  not  rather  to  fear  that  they  will  bring  down 
greater  evils  upon  us  ?  And  if  they  ftill  obfti- 
nately  perlift  in  their  unjuft  meafures,  will  they 
not  give  the  world  too  much  room  to  believe, 
that  they  think  providence  hath  no  part  in  the 
government  of  mundane  affairs-,  and  that,  in  fhort, 
it  is  tied  to  the  longeft  fword  and  the  largeft 
cannon  ? 

Our  court  ought  not  to  flatter  itfelf  with  the 
hopes  of  bringing  the  Engli/h  to  lower  their  terms 
of  accommodation.  1  heir  minifters  feem  to 
have  taken  particular  care  to  provide  againft  that 
neceflity,  by  the  great  preparations  and  alliances 
which  they  have  made.  They  are  doubtlefs  de- 
termined at  leaft  to  have  every  inch  fecured  to 
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them  which  they  may  be  intitled  to  by  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht,  confirmed  by  that  of  Aix  la  Chappelle* 
before  they  enter  into  any  treaty.  This  appears 
from  their  remarks  on  the  demands  of  our  court ; 
and  if  this  was  not  their  fixed  refolution,  can  it 
be  fuppofed  that  they  would  put  themfeives  to 
fuch  an  immenfe  expence  ?  Can  it  be  imagined 
that  the  vaft  fums  or  money  bellowed  on  fuj?£dies 
on  this  occafion,  are  defigned  to  enrich  foreigners 
to  the  impoverishing  themfeives  ?  or  to  procure, 
by  giving  up  any  of  what  they  hold  to  be  their 
juft  pretenfions,  a  peace  which  they  might  have 
had  at  firft  by  the  fame  means,  without  load- 
ing themfeives  with  fuch  intolerable  burthens? 
No,  it  can  never  be  thought  that  fo  many  milli- 
ons as  it  mull  coft  them  are  defigned  to  be  thrown 
away. 

They  have  experienced  the  ill  effects  of  fuch 
temporary  expedients,  which,  to  fave  a  little 
more  expences,  after  being  at  a  vaft  deal,  have 
left  things  unfettled,  as  they  were  before,  with- 
out remedying  the  inconveniencies.  By  thisill- 
advifed  parfimony,  every  peace  made  by  former 
minifters  had  only  ferved  as  a  truce  •,  not  to  ter- 
minate the  war,  but  to  put  off  the  evil  for  a  time. 
This  pernicious  practice  has  put  the  nation  to 
infinitely  greater  charges  than  if  they  had  been 
at  all  the  expence  at  once  which  it  would  have 
coft  them  to  put  their  affairs  on  a  good,  as  well 
as  liable  footing. 

For  this  reafon  it  hath  been  the  policy  of  our 
court,  which  is  fenfible  of  the  advantage,  to  act 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  oblige  the  Englifh  to  ex- 
pend their  riches  in  procuring  alliances ;  and  even 
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to  make  war  from  time  to  time,  to  oblige  them 
to  expend  them  the  fafter.  It  is  true,  this  policy 
puts  the  king  to  a  vaft  expence  of  treafure  but 
then  it  exhaufts  the  finances  of  xhzEuglifo  infinitely 
more.  By  this  means  we  have  brought  them  to 
fuch  a  pais,  that  in  a  few  years  they  muft  have 
been  forced  to  give  up  to  our  king,  not  only  all 
which  they  have  put  themfelves  to  fuch  infinite 
charges  to  lave,  but  alfo  themfelves  into  the  bar- 
gain ;  and  be  reduced  to  fubmit  to  the  pow- 
er of  France,  without  the  expence  perhaps  of 
either  blood  or  treafure.  Seeing  therefore  that 
they  can  have  no  lafting  peace  otherwife,  they 
feem  determined  to  make  one  effectual  effort,  by 
exerting  all  their  ftrength,  let  it  coft  what  it  will, 
to  procure  the  terms  which  they  in  juftice  expect. 

Thus,  by  one  extraordinary  expence  they  pro- 
pofe  to  avoid  continual  extraordinary  expences ; 
and  for  the  future  to  fave  the  millions  laid  out  in 
fubfidies.  Thefe,  draining  the  nation  of  its  wealth, 
and  requiring  more  than  it  could  fpare,  has  in- 
volved it  fourfcore  millions  in  debt,  Engl:Jh 
money  •,  which  amount  to  more  than  1600  mil- 
lions in  ours.  A  mod  prodigious  fum  !  almoft 
beyond  a  Frenchman*  conception  or  belief. 

It  was  thought  by  our  minifters,  at  the  treaty  of 
Aix  la  Cbappelle,  the  Englijh  were  exhaufted  to 
fuch  a  degree  that  another  war  would  go  near 
to  do  their  bufinefs.  This,  then,  is  the  criti* 
cal  war,  if  it  mould  come  to  that,  by  which, 
according  as  their  minifters  manage  it,  our  neigh- 
bours are  to  ftand  or  fall.  If  they  clap  up  a 
peace,  as  at  other  times,  and  leave  things  un- 
iettled,  they  muft:  inevitably  be  ruined,  by  re- 
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turning  to  their  old  pernicious  fyftem  of  making 
peace  to  go  to  war  again  :  but  if  they  perfevere 
with  firmnefs  in  the  courfe  they  have  begun,  they 
mult  infallibly  gain  their  ends  at  preient  •,  and, 
by  the  means  already  mentioned,  be  able  here- 
after to  defend  themfelves  againft  all  the  world, 
without  calling  any  foreigners  to  their  afiiitance. 
The  war  thus  managed,  however  expenfive,  in- 
ftead  of  ruining  them,  will  fet  their  affairs  on  a 
i'ecure  foundation  ;  and  bring  them  out  of  debt 
by  means  of  the  immenfe  favings  which  will  put 
it  in  their  power  to  difcharge  them. 

I  am  afraid,  therefore,  that  our  minifters  will 
have  reafon  to  repent  this  attempt  to  force  Acadie 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  Englijb  ;  and  that  it  will 
appear  in  the  end  to  be  a  very  unfortunate  quarrel 
to  France.  It  is  apparent  already,  that  we  have 
brought  them  acquainted  with  their  own  ftrength, 
and  that  henceforward  they  will  depend  wholly 
on  themfelves :  for  Rich  a  fuprifing  change  of 
meafures,  fupported  by  fo  much  refolution  and 
good  conduct,  as  hath  not  been  known  in  Bri- 
tijh  minifters  ever  fince  the  peace  of  Utrecht^ 
feems  to  indicate,  that,  as  foon  as  the  ftorm  is 
blown  over,  they  intend  to  train  their  mi  itia, 
and  remove  the  pretence  for  fubfidies.  If  it  turn 
out  otherwife,  and  the  old  meafures  fhould  take 
place  again,  our  nation  will  have  as  fair  a  chance 
as  they  had  before  and,  by  only  purfuing  their 
former  practice,  of  keeping  them  in  apprehen- 
fions  of  our  power,  fo  as  to  induce  them  to 
continue  paying  fubfidies,  we  fhall  in  a  few  years 
more  be  lure  of  our  prey. 
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If  the  Englijb,  thus  taught  by  our  minifters* 
fhould  baffle  all  their  defigns  if  that  nation, 
which  before  would  never  venture  to  face  ours, 
without  being  aflifted  by  numerous  allies,  mould 
now,  unafiifted,  and  alone,  not  only  enter  the 
lifts  with  us,  but  defeat  all  our  attempts  againft 
them,  both  by  fea  and  land,  what  a  dreadful 
difgrace  would  it  bring  upon  the  French  nation, 
fo  long  held  to  be  almoft  invincible  ?  In  what 
contempt  would  it  fubjecl:  our  power,  which 
could  no  longer  be  looked  on  as  formidable  ? 
Had  not  therefore  our  minifters  better  allow  them 
their  juft  demands,  than  to  rifk  the  lofs  of  the 
nation's  fame,  and  our  Grand  Monarch's  glory, 
by  endeavouring  to  eftablifli  their  already  ex- 
ploded, as  well  as  unjuft  and  ill-contrived,  fyf- 
tem  ? 

We  are  difputing  with  the  Englijh  the  pofTef- 
fion  of  the  lands  along  the  Ohio,  as  well  as  Acadie\ 
two  countries  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  them 
for  fecuring  their  colonies.  To  fpeak  impartially, 
they  cannot  part  with  the  firft,  without  expofing 
their  middle  colonies  to  be  invaded  by  our  troops, 
or  the  Indians  in  our  intereft  \  nor  can  they  let  us 
have  Accidie?  without  endangering  their  northern 
colonies,  by  fufTering  us  to  enclofe  them  on  that 
fide  •,  and  yielding  a  vaft  tract  of  coaft,  furnifhed 
with  the  beft  ports  in  all  North  America?  from 
whence  we  might  at  pleafure  difturb  the  peace  and 
•commerce  of  all  their  plantations. 

What  an  abfurdity,  then,  mud  it  be  in  the 
author  of  the  Summary  Difaiffwn?  to  imagine  that 
the  EngHJJj,  after  refufing  at  any  rate  to  fuffer  the 
leaft  reduction  in  the  bounds  of  Acadie,  would  yet 
H  2  give 
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give  up  to  our  King  St.  John's  River.  This 
would  in  effect  be  giving  up  the  whole,  under  an- 
other name;  and  parting  with  provinces  after  be- 
ing at  infinite  charges  to  avoid  it. 

We  ought  to  content  ourfelves  with  the  pof- 
feflion  of  Canada  and  Louifiana  ;  and  could  our 
people  contain  themfelves  within  proper  bounds, 
1  believe  the  Englifio  would  live  in  good  neigh- 
bourhood with  them,  and  never  think  of  taking 
either  from  them.  This  I  have  reafon  to  believe 
becaufe  they  have  made  no  attempts  that  way 
within  our  memories,  and  have  even  fuffered  our 
people  to  encroach  much  upon  them.  But  I  know 
not  what  a  pacific,  indolent  people,  roufed  out  of 
their  fupine  indolence,  and  too  far  provoked,  may 
do.  By  fetting  up  unjuft  claims  to  their  territo- 
ries, aggravated  by  attempts,  both  of  coliufion 
and  force,  to  wreft  them  out  of  their  hands  we 
may  provoke  them,  as  firft  difcoverers  of  North 
America^  to  let  up  a  title  to  both  Canada  and 
Louifiana%  and  take  them  from  us  :  as  they  might 
eafily  do,  were  their  colonies  united,  or  would 
only  exert  part  of  their  ftrength.  Should  this 
evil  befal  us,  as  I  fear  at  length  it  may,  it  will  be 
entirely  owing  to  the  perverfenefs  of  our  minifters; 
who  are  doing  all  they  can  to  force  a  liftlefs  people 
to  action,  whether  they  will  or  not,  by  pufhing 
impofitions  beyond  all  bounds.  So  that,  after  all, 
the  Englijh  may  have  reafon  to  fay,  the  French  are 
their  beft  friends. 

Nothing  could  happen  more  unluckily  than  a 
war  at  this  time,  when  France  is  fo  much  divided 
within  itfelf ;  and  almoft  ready  to  break  out  in 
civil  warsa  between  the  clergy  and  the  parliaments. 

What 
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What  advantages  might  not  be  taken  by  our 
neighbours  on  every  fide,  to  ftrip  us  of  ail  which 
we  have  from  time  to  time  wrefted  from  them  ; 
and  who  knows  what  they  may  attempt,  mould 
our  defign  againft  Great  Britain  mifcarry  with  con- 
siderable lois  ?  This  pofture  which  our  affairs  are 
in,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  is  certainly  not  agree- 
able to  the  wimes  of  our  minifters  ;  for  although 
they  put  the  beft  face  upon  it,  their  being  at  a  lofs 
how  to  act  appears  in  all  our  meafures,  and  per- 
plexity in  our  councils.    There  is  a  defpondency 
alfo,  and  a  diffatisfaction,  vifible  among  them  ; 
which  never  fails  to  fhew  itfeJf  when  the  defigns 
which  the  minifters  of  any  nation  have  in  hand  are 
not  ftrictlyjuftiriable.  This  always  creates  a  fear  and 
diffidence,  heightened  by  a  confcioufneis  of  guilt 
in  the  action,  which  diffracts  their  judgments,  and 
often  throws  them  upon  wrong  meafures.    1  wifh 
the  nation  may  come  off  without  lofs  or  difgrace ; 
but  I  dare  not  wifh  our  minifters  fuccek.  Reli- 
gion, my  dear  friend,  will  not  fuffer  me ;  left,  in 
wifhing  profperity  to  a  caufe  which  to  me  appears 
highly  unjuft,  I  ihould  do  wrong  to  my  neigh- 
bour, and  offend  God. 

Things  however  are  come  to  fuch  a  pafs,  that 
a  very  little  time  muft  determine  the  difpute  about 
the  antient  limits  of  Acadiey  either  by  the  fword, 
which  fometimes  hews  down  juftice  ;  or  elfe  by 
what  is  much  more  to  be  wifhed,  an  equitable 
accommodation,  fuch  as  may  give  content  to 
both  nations,  and  reftore  lafting  harmony,  as  well 
as  peace,  once  more  between  them.  But  this 
muft  be  brought  about  forthwith  before  our  com- 
merce be  quite  ruined,  otherwife  it  will  be  of  no 
ufe. 

This 
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This  is  a  happinefs  which  every  lover  of  his 
country  muft  ardently  defire.  But  what  hope 
is  ih-re,  that  our  minifters,  who  have  acted  fo 
perverfely  hitherto,  will  give  ear  to  reafon,  till 
thfy  lee  our  commerce  utterly  ruined,  and  our 
fleets  deftroyed  ? 

There  is  no  redrefs,  therefore,  of  our  affairs  to 
be  expected  from  them.  To  whom,  then, 
fhall  we  turn  our  eyes  for  relief  ?  There  is  only 
one  refource  in  our  calamity,  and  that  is  the  King. 
His  Majefty  perceiving  the  commerce  of  his 
fubjects  likely  to  be  ruined,  and  his  fhips  taken 
by  the  Englijh^  like  a  tender  father,  careful  to 
protect:  his  family,  and  procure  fatisfaction  for 
tbe  injuries  done  to  them,  prepares  to  revenge  their 
quarrel  and  his  own.  But  then  he  believes  the 
Englfi  to  be  in  the  wrong,  becaufe  his  minifters 
tell  him  fo  ;  and  he  gives  credit  to  what  his  mi- 
nifters teil  him,  becaufe  he  believes  they  would 
not  dare  to  deceive  him  in  an  affair  of  fuch  great 
importance.  Mean  while  the  myftery  of  our  mi- 
nifters fyftem  is  induftrioufly  concealed  from  his 
royal  ears.  It  is  a  fecret  which  they  know  ought 
never  to  be  revealed  to  him  •,  as  they  are  fenfible, 
that,  inftead  of  receiving  the  leaft  countenance 
from  him,  they  would  incur  his  higheft  difplea- 
fure,  for  criminally  leading  him,  by  falfe  infor- 
mation, to  commit  an  error  which  might  fully 
the  glory  of  his  reign  and  bring  numerous  ca- 
lamities on  hi?,  dominions,  as  well  as  his  fubjects, 
which  he  fees  already  impending,  with  no  fmall 
anxk  ty,  as  he  imagines  his  caufe  is  the  caufe  of 
truth,  not  of  falfehood. 
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Was  but  Louis  theW r ell-beloved 'made  acquainted 
with  the  unjuft  part  which  his  minifters  have 
acled,  and  have  leduced  him  fo  long  to  efpoufe, 
his  upright  foul  would  inftantly  vindicate  his  own 
honour  and  probity,  by  putting  a  (lop  at  once  to 
their  proceedings.  He  would  not  fufTer  them  to 
carry  their  enterprife  into  execution,  even  though 
he  was  fure  it  would  be  attended  with  fuccefs. 
With  a  heart  full  of  integrity,  he  fcorns  to  be  a 
gainer  by  doing  injuftice  •,  much  lefs  is  he  capable 
of  forming  a  fcheme  to  deprive  any  of  his  neigh- 
bours of  their  juft  pofieflions,  either  by  fraud  or 
force. 

If  therefore  fome  faithful  minifter,  or  one  of 
the  two  before  mentioned,  would  impart  to  his 
Majefty  how  little  foundation  there  is  for  the 
fyftem,  to  fupport  which  his  minifters  are  going  to 
engage  him  in  an  unjuft  and  bloody  war  ;  it  is  to 
be  prefumed  that  he  would  not  only  confirm  the 
pretenfions  of  the  Englijh  to  IS  ova  Scotia  or  Ac  a- 
die,  claimed  under  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  as  well  as 
other  lands  in  difpute  ;  but  alfo  make  them  full 
fatisfaclion  for  the  wrongs  done  them  by  his  mi- 
nifters without  his  privity  •,  and  by  that  means 
diflipate  the  tempeft  which  having  been  raifed  by 
them,  has  already  raged,  to  the  exceeding  great 
detriment  of  his  fubje&s,  and  threatens  yet  greater 
mifchiefs  to  his  dominions. 

A  reprefentation  of  this  nature  would  gain 
lading  reputation  to  the  minifter  who  mould 
make  it,  and  retrieve  the  honour  of  the  French 
nation,  already  greatly  funk  by  the  mal-conduct 
of  the  other  minifters ;  as  well  as  procure  more 
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real  glory  to  oar  Grand  Monarch,  than  could  be 
acquired  by  a  fuccelstul  war. 

This  is  all,  and  yet  too  much,  my  dear  friend, 
which  I  have  to  fay  upon  the  occafion.  What- 
ever further  occurs  of  moment,  I  mall  not  fail 
to  communicate  it  to  you.  In  the  interim,  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Paris,  Feb.  6,  1756. 
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